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Editorial

A S I survey the nation-shaking events
.t-\..in our world and look at what is
taking place in Adventism, I am forced to
ask, "What woutd Ellen W!tite say to us
if she were alive today?"

As God's last-day prophet, much of
her writings were rebukes, reproofs, and
counsels to leaders, pastors, and laymen;
yet il seems that the guidance God gave to
His remnant church Ihrough Inspiration is
all too oftcn disregarded or ignored. Let us
remcmber she has prophesied the very last
deception would be to make of none effcct
God's testimonies to the church. See
Selected Messages, book I, 48

Too few of our people have the Spirit
of Prophecy books, and fewer still read
and apply them to their daily life. Many
accept Ellen White as a spiritual old lady
who had some things to say to the
church in her day. But they feel we
cannot apply her writings and rebukes in
this sophisticated electronic age. How
tragic!

"We call upon you to take your stand
on the Lord's side, and act your part as a
loyal subject of the kingdom. Acknowl-
edge the gift Ihat has been placed in the
church for the guidance of God's people
in the closing days of earth's ltistory.
From the beginning the church of God
has had the gift of prophecy in her midst
as a living voice to counsel, admonish,
and instruct. ...

"Aftcr men have done their work of
weakening the confidence of our
churches in the Testimonies, they have
torn away the barrier,that unbelief in the
truth shall become widespread, and
there is no voice to be lifted up to stay
the force of error.

"This is just as Salan designed it
should be, and those who have been
preparing the way for the people to pay
no heed to the warnings and reproofs of
the testimonies of the Spirit of God will
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see that a tide of errors of all kinds will
spring into life. They will claim Scrip-
ture as their evidence, and deceptions of
Satan in every form will prevail."
SelectedMessages, book 3,83

When men rise up against the
straight testimony that must come to the
church (see Testimonies, vol. I, 181-
187; Testimonies, vol. 3, 324), they are
preparing for their door ofmercy to shut.
Sec Selected Messages, book I, 63

There is now a concerted effort to stop
the mouths of those who have been called
to give the slraighttcstimony to the church
in t!tis crisis hour. They are called divisive
troublemakers and offshoots. Looking
back at the long hiSlory of God's church
through the ages, God's answer to apos-
tasy has always been the straight testi-
mony. The men that God sent were al-
ways in trouble with His church. Many of
them 10Sl their lives. Jesus wept over the
church white on the Mount of Olives. He
looked at the past and the future and wept
for His people. "0 Jerusalem, Jerusalem,
thou that killest the prophets, and stonest
them which arc sent unto thee, how often
would I have gathered thy children to-
gether, even as a hen gathereth her c!tick-
ens under her wings, and ye would not!
Behold, your house is left unto you deso-
late." Matlhew 23:37-38

He weeps today over the remnant
church and their unwillingness to sur-
render to His will, to His plans for the
finis!ting of the great controversy.

Our prophet was forced to write
many times that we 3rc following in
the footsteps of the ancient church.
"The sin of ancient Israel was in disre-
garding the expressed will of God and
following their own way according to
the leadings of unsanctified hearts.
Modern Israel are fast following in
their footsteps, and the displeasure of
the Lord is as surely resting upon
thcm. U Testimonies, vol. 5, 94

Why will we stubbornly refuse the
great gift of salvation on God's
terms-victory over every sin? Why
can't we believe that God has enough
power to keep us from sinning?

God speaks to us now in 1990:
"Satan is continually sceking to de-

ceive the followers of Christ with his
fatal sop!tistry that their defective traits
of character render it impossible for
them to overcome." Spirit ofProphecy,
vol. 4, 314

Eve believed the dcvil's greatest lie.
Will we believe him too? The church has
delayed the second coming of Christ for
over one hundred years because of OUT
misunderstanding of the three angels'
messages and the cleansing of the sanc-
tuary.

Those angcls that we put in front of
our churches and behind the pulpit and
on everything we print are only symbols
of a people on earth that have ex-
perienced victory over sin. Daily,
through the power of the Holy Spirit,
they are overcoming, until they rellecl
the image of Jesus pcrfcctly.

They will demonstrate to the whole
world what God can do in fallen human
beings when they surrender their wills
completely to Him. Then they will no
longer have sins to send up to the Most
Holy Place, and God will seal them for
eternity. The cleansing of the Most Holy
Place cannot be accomplished in heaven
until God has a people on earth who
believe He has enough power to keep
thcm from sinning.

This is the message God brought to
His church in 1888. Its rcjection has kept
us here for over one hundred years. How
much longer must He wait? "God's ideal
for His children is higher than the !tighest
human thought can reach. 'Be ye there-
fore perfect, even as your Father w!tich is
in heaven is perfect.' Matthew 5:48. This
command is a promise. The plan of
rcdemption contemplates our complete
recovery from the power of Satan. Christ
always separates the conIrite soul from
sin. He came to destroy the works of the
devil, and He has made provision that the
Holy Spirit shall be imparted to every
repentant soul, to kcep !tim from sin-
ning." :rhe Desire ofAges, 311

May God now give us the urgency of
the hour, that the church mililant can
now quickly become the church trium-
phant, is my prayer.

RON SPEAR-EDITOR
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them out and brought them forth in
concise form. If the same diligence were
exercised in understanding and pre-
senting these predictions to our member-
ship as is with the prophecies of Daniel
and Revelation, it could very well bring
the prontised revival and reformation.
Some have read these predictions many
times and ha,e a real concern about the
serious trouble spots that Ellen White
predicted would come to our church.
These predictions describe, not just

organizational or administrative chal-
lenges, but the serious spiritual chal-
lenge brought on by the introduction of
another concept of salvation altogether.

ILowell ScarbroughI

R1 And the dragon
with womm1Jil9
Wtalf with dne
which c\Om

alrilcdl Ihlavce the
Clhllrrrst

The Remnant in Prophecy
THE Seventh-day Adventist Church

was brought into being by the ful-
fillment of a prophecy given more than
2,000 years before. The light and bless-
ing that has come to our church through
a study of the prophecies is beyond our
comprehension. Thousands of Revelation
Seminars are conducted annually with
thousands of souls converted. Indeed, we
are a church built on prophecy.
There is, however, an area of in-

spired predictions concerning the future
of our church, made around one hundred
years ago, that for the most part lies
buried. Not because they are unavaila-
ble, but because we have not searched
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It is a rejection of the third angel's
message of righteouness by faith that
God sent to us in 1888. These predic-
tions are now fulfilled so accurately that
it would seem they had been written
from the vantage point of today.
In 1988 we marked the 100th year

since God sent the 1888 message of
righteousness by faith, and there was
much preaching in churches and convo-
cations across the country on the subject.
But what many didn't know was that a
sizeable number preaching righteousness
by faith were not preaching the 1888
message that God sent, but a contradic-
tion of it. Some may take it for granted
that if one is speaking on righteousness
by faith, it must be genuine; but not so.

The message that was clarified to our
people in 1888 was largely rejected at the
time. Later, most of the individuals in-
volved confessed their ntistake; but their
interest was not proportionate to the im-
portance of the message; therefore the
light that was to lighten the earth with its
glory faded away. See Revelation 18:1

The predictions by Ellen G. White
that will follow are concerning a change
of the third angel's message of right-
eousness by faith that would come-the
aftermath of the Laodicean condition.

The church must be aroused from
sleep, and, because every other means
has failed, heresies have come in to
separate the chaff from the wheat. See
Testimollies, vol. 5, 707
This involves confrontation between

the truth and error on all levels: family
circles, dear friends, church board and
comntittee meetings. It is no wonder
Ellen White said it would be a terrible
ordeal. Nevertheless it must take place.
See The Sevenrh-day Advelltist Bible
Commenrary, vol. 7, 911. The pain of
disagteement with friends is real. The
confrontation with pluralistic views of
salvation will be a tettible otdeal which
we may expect to continue until the
purging of the church during the Sunday
law ctisis. See Testimollies, vol. 5, 8{}-81

Befote we take up specific ptedic-
tions, sevetal statements by Ellen White
concetning the 1888 message will be
helpful in our attempt to undetstand its
importance and will give some back-
ground for better understanding the pte-
dictions.

"The present message-justification
by faith-is a message from God; it
beats the divine credentials, fOt its fruit
is unto holiness." Selected Messages,
book 1, 359



Nothing less than a message of Christian
perfection can prepare a people to live beyond
the close of probation without a mediator

Notice, the present message men-
tioned here was given in 1889 by Wag-
goner and Jones at the Rome, New York,
camp meeting in the presence of Ellen
White. (See footnote at bottom of page
of the above reference.) We are given a
clue in this statement that will become
clearer as we proceed. The clue is ufor
its fruit is unto holiness." What we are
considering in these statements is the
gospel, or righteousness by faith, mes-
sage of Revelation 14:6.
The next statement, given in 1889,

verifies this. "Several have written to me
inquiring if the message of justification
by faith is the third angel's message, and
I have answered, 'It is the third angel'S
message in verity.' " Evangelism, 190
"The Lord in His great mercy sent a

most precious message to His people
through Elders Waggoner and Jones. This
message was to bring more prominently
before the world the uplifted Saviour, the
sacrifice for the sins of the whole world.
It presented justification through faith in
the Surety; it invited the people to receive
the righteousness of Christ, which is
made manifest in obedience to all the
commandments of God.... All power is
given into His hands, that He may dis-
pense rich gifts unto men, imparting the
priceless gift of His own righteousness to
the helpless human agent. This is the
message that God commanded to be
given to the world. It is the third angel's
message, which is to be proclaimed with
a loud voice, and attended with the out-
pouring ofHis Spirit in a large measure."
Testimonies to Ministers, 91-92
There are several important points

that need our attention in this quote. (1)
God in His mercy sent the message
through Elders Waggoner and Jones. It
was to direct our attention to Christ as
our sacrifice and to His forgiveness. (2)
It presented Christ's imparted righteous-
ness for keeping all the commandments
of God. This theme was no coincidence.
The three angels' messages of Revela-
tion 14 conclude with verse 12, ''Here
are they that keep the commandments of
God, and the faith of Jesus." (3) All
power is given unto Christ to dispense
these rich gifts unto men. There is no
lack of power. Whatever the need, the
power is available. (4) This is the third
angel's message, and is to be carried to
the world by the outpouring of His
Spirit.
What an illumination of the gospel of

Revelation 14:6! This quote is a power-
packed paragraph that says to us, "here is

a solution to thelong-delayed latter rain."
Let's face it. This is a message of
complete victory over all sin. A high
calling for sure, but God's requirements
are always accompanied by His power.
Will our faith reach out and accept it?

"The third angel is leading up a
people, step by step, higher and higher.
At every step they will be tested." Tes-
timonies, vol. 1, 190. "Those who come
up to every point, and stand every test,
and overcome, be the price what it may,
have heeded the counsel of the '!tue
Witness, and they will receive the latter
rain, and thus be fitted for translation."

Ibid., 187. "It is left with us to remedy
the defects in our Characters, to cleanse
the soul temple of every defilement.
Then the latter rain will fall upon us as
the early rain fell upon the disciples on
the Day of Pentecost." Ibid., vol. 5, 214

From what we have just read, nothing
less than a message of Christian perfec-
tion can prepare a people for the latter
rain and the development of the 144,000.
Nothing less can prepare a people to live
beyond the close of probation without a
mediator and stand against Satan and the
hosts of evil, yet without sin. How can
this be? Love is the agency God uses to
expel sin from the heart. See Thoughts
From theMount ofBlessing, 77. "It is the
work of the Holy Spirit from age to age to
impart love to human hearts" (Testimo-
nies, vol. 8, 139), and the Holy Spirit
draws on Christ's sacrifice to impart His
love to the believer.

For many years before 1888 Ellen
White had been saying that God was
calling for Christian perfection in the
believer. When she heard Waggoner and
Jones at Minneapolis in 1888, she recog-
nized their message of righteousness by
faith as the third angel's message of
Revelation 14:6. She knew that God had
sent it and that it would prepare a people
for the latter rain.

In 1892 Ellen White wrote, "The
time of test is just upon us for the loud

cry of the third angel has already begun
in the revelation of the righteousness of
Christ, the sin-pardoning Redeemer.
This is the beginning of the light of the
angel whose glory shall fill the whole
earth." SelecredMessages, book 1, 363

Because of the resistance to that
message of Christ's righteousness im-
parted to the believer, the message failed
to accomplish what God destined it to
do. In 1896 Ellen White explained why
that message largely failed at that time:

"The light that is to lighten the whole
earth with its glory [the latter rain] was
resisted, and by the action of our own

brethren has been in a great degree kept
away from the world." Selected Mes-
sages, book 1, 235

Waggoner and Jones were avid
preachers of the beauty ofChrist's sacri-
ficial life, the depth of His love, our
all-powerful Mediator in the Most Holy
Place, and His righteousness imparted to
us with forgiveness. They, along with
Scripture and Ellen White, were con-
sistent that Christ took our fallen nature
to be our Example, and that thereby we
could overcome as Christ overcame.

Our church has been praying,
hoping, and looking for the latter rain for
well over 1()() years, and we have only
one recorded instance when it began to
fall, and that was by the prcaching of
Christ's righteousness by Waggoner and
Jones. See Ibid., 363, (1892). And that
was a message of Christian perfection.

On the first page of E. J. Waggoner's
book, Christ and His Righteousness he
quotes Hebrews 3:1 and says, "to con-
sider Christ continually and intelligently,
just as He is, will transform one into a
perfect Christian, for 'by beholding we
become changed.' " A. T. Jones had a
series of meetings in the 1893 and 1895
General Conferences with powerful ser-
mons on Christian perfection. He later
wrote the book, The COllsecratedWay to
Christian Perfection. Dr. Ralph Larson
and his wife, Jeanne, researched the writ-
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Do not think that you will be found as vessels
unto honor in the time of the latter rain, to
receive the glory of God, if you are lifting up
your souls unto vanity

ings of Ellen White for victory state-
ments. They found over 4,500 and in-
cluded 2,500 in his book, Tell of His
Power. It leaves no one guessing about
what she taught on complete victory over
sin or Christian perfection. It is a gOld
mine of source material and a real asset to
the study of righteousness by faith.

Some may say, "From what I am
reading, there is no hope for me because
I am far from spiritual perfection in
Christ." So am I, but if we are wholly for
Christ and living up to all the light we
have, depending entirely upon Him with

perfection as our goal, we are covered
by Christ at every stage of development.
Sec Christ's Object Lessons, 65

Some may be thinking, Is all this
emphasis on Christian perfection neces-
sary? It is true that the emphasis seems
at times to be unnecessarily heavy, but
Ellen White's awesome predictions
about what was to come upon our church
point out a division over the third
angel's message of righteousness by
faith, a division over the message of
Christian perfection. Certainly, anything
that could divide the church is a subject
deserving our attention.

The resistance to the Waggoner and
Jones message in 1888 was as nothing in
comparison to the resistance now
manifested by a large segment of our
church. Much of what we hear now on
righteousness by faith is something alto-
gether different from the 1888 message.
Ellen White clearly predicted there
would be a shaking in our church over
false theories. See Testimonies to Minis-
ters, 112. In the estimation of many, that
time has arrived, and we find presented
today concepts on salvation which are
opposed to the third angel's message.

The next prediction is truly a sad one
to say the least and confirms thc previous
one. "This is OUI message, the very mes-
sage that the three angels flying in the
midst of heaven are proclaiming. The
work to be done now is that of sounding
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this last message of mercy to a fallen
world. A new life is coming from heaven
and taking possession of all God's people.
But divisions will come in the church.
Two parties will be devcloped. The wheat
and tares grow up together for the harvest.

"The work will grow deeper and
become more earnest to the very close of
time. And all who arc laborers together
with God will contend most earnestly
for the faith once delivered to the saints.
They will not be turned from the present
message, which is already lightening the
earth with its glory. Nothing is worth

contending for but the glory of God."
SelectedMessages, book 2,114

This prediction was written in 1896
and in the context of the 1888 message of
righteousness by faith. As we consider
other predictions, it will be made plain
that the contention in the church is over
the 1888message. One group understands
that God is calling for complete victory
over sin. These are laborers together with
God. In order to accomplish their goal
they refuse to be turned from the "prescnt
message" of 1896, which was already
lightening the earth with its glory. The last
part of the statement, "nothing is worth
contending for but the glory of God," has
reference to the new life coming from
Heaven and taking possession of all
God's people, which is the latter rain or
the glory of God (Christ's righteousness)
given to His people. Sec Testimonies 10
Ministers, 18-19 also

In Testimonies to Ministers, 468-469
Ellen White was telling how severely
some were criticizing the message of
Christ's righteousness by faith, and on
page 469 she writes, "Do nol think that
you will be found as vessels unto honor
in the time of the latter rain, to receive
the glory of God, if you are lifting up
your souls unto vanity."

The division that was to come in our
church would be a rejection of the mes-
sage of Christ's imparted righteousness
that came to us in 1888. The next predic-

tions presented will show this clearly.
Ellen White's article in Review andHer-
ald, vol. 2, 397 (right column), is telling
of the ill treatment tbat God's messengers
(Waggoner and Jones) had received, and
writes, "Christ has registered all the hard,
proud, sneering speeches spoken against
His servants as against Himself.
"The third angel's message will not

be comprehended, the light which will
lighten the earth with its glory will be
called a false light, by those who refuse
to walk in its advancing glory."
This was the samemessage ofChrist's

imparted righteousness for keeping all the
commandments of God. See Testimonies
to Ministers, 92. The division that was to
come in the church (and has come) is over
the Christian's complete victory over sin
in preparation for the laller rain. The ones
who turn against the third angel's mes-
sage (the 1888 message) call it a false
light. The advancing glory mentioned
above is in preparation for the laller rain.
See Testimonies, vol. 1,187-188

This advancing glory in Christian
experience will climax in a full and final
display of God's love manifested in the
believer. See Testimonies to Ministers,
18-19; Christ's Object Lessons, 415-
416. This experience wiII fulfill Ephe-
sians 3:19, that God's people will be
filled with all the fullness of His love. It
is the sanctification aspect of righteous-
ness by faith that is called a false light,
and this clearly reveals where the focus
of the division in the church now centers.

The next prediction we will look at
briefiy is found in Early Writings, 270-
271, from the section entitled "The
Shaking." Here some of God's people
are awakening from Laodicean slumber.
They know the potential ofGod's powcr
to give them victory over sin, but the
darkness that Satan and his host presses
around them a tremendous
struggle. Ellen White referred to Revela-
tion 3:18, the counsel of the True Wit-
ness to the Laodiceans when she wrote
that all who truly receive it will be
purified, and gain the victory and the
latter rain. The Laodiccan message of
Revelation 3:18 is the same message of
righteousness by faith that was brought
to us in 1888. Notice, "The Laodicean
message has been sounding.... Justifi-
cation by faith and the righteousness of
Christ are the themes to be presented to
a perishing world." The Sevemh-dayAd-
velltisc Bible Commentary, vol. 7, 964,
(Notice the date is 1892). The Laodicean
message of Revelation 3:18, the third



The ones who receive the message come out
with victory and the latter rain, while those
who do not receive the counsel of the True
Witness on righteousness by faith are left
behind in darkness

angel's message of Revelation 14:6, and
the 1888 message are all one and the
same. The quotation above from Early
Writings, 270, says that some would rise
up against this straight testimony, that is,
refuse to be clothed with Christ's right-
eousness of Revelation 3:18. They will
see it as a false light.

Here again, the same division in
God's church over the third angel's mes-
sage of righteousness by faith is brought
to view. The ones who receive the mes-
sage come out with victory and the latter
rain, while those who do not receive the
counsel of the "Itue Witness on right-
eousness by faith are left behind in
darkness. See Early Writings, 271

After we have considered other pre-
dictions it is made clear in Selected
Messages, book 2, 114, why one group
is contending for the third angel's mes-
sage and will not be turned from it, while
another group turns away, stands up
against it and calls it a false light. No
doubt, the great majority of our people
would say they believe in the third
angel'S message of righteousness by
faith, but would reject the fact that it is a
message of Christian perfection, thereby
calling it a false light.

The next prediction is perhaps the
most serious of all we have considered,
but is simply the natural result of reject-
ing the third angel's message. This pre-
diction is found in Testimonies to Minis-
ters in the section titled, "God's Mes-
sengers." It was written about 1897 and
addressed to our church which had great
light, great evidence, and a message
which the Lord had sent.

"Let the sin of deceit and false wit-
ness be entertained by a church that has
had great light, great evidence, and that
church will discard the message the Lord
has sent, and receive the most unrea-
sonable assertions and false suppositions
and false theories. Satan laughs at their
folly, for he knows what truth is.

"Many will stand in our pulpits with
the torch of false prophecy in their hands,
kindled from the hellish torch of Satan. If
doubts and unbelief are cherished, the
faithful ministers will be removed from
the people who think they know so
much." Testimonies toMillisters, 409-410

Those who stand in the pulpit with
the torch of false prophecy kindled from
Satan have discarded the message of
Christian perfection and will naturally
take sides with Satan by saying it is
impossible to keep God's law. Notice:
"Those who live the life of a Christian

are battling against the devil's lie.-that
man cannot keep God's law. Can we
doubt the result of this conniet?" Signs
of the Times, vol. 4, 188

Some are saying that righteousness
by faith doesn't include sanctification, a
contention which completely neutralizes
the message God sent in 1888. Wake up,
Seventh-day Adventists' There are
many dangerous winds of doctrine
blOWing.

The last prediction we will give here
reads: "The very last deceptioo of Satan
will be to make of none effect the testi-
mony of the Spirit of God.... There
will be a hatred kindled against the
Testimonies which is satanic," Selected
Messages, book 1, 48

Notice that the making of none effect
the testimony of the Spirit is a deception
of Satan. Remember that the many that
would stand in our pulpits preaching
false theories were from Satan. See Tes-
timonies to Ministers, 409. This, no
doubt, is the reason that many quote from
Ellen White when she agrees with their
theology, and rejcct what she has written
when they disagree, even though she had
stated the matter one hundred times too
clearly to be misunderstood. Perhaps no

inspired writings have ever been used
more loosely and inconsistently than
Ellen White's. Perhaps the reason for this
is that the illumination of Ellen White's
writings are too clear to line up with
error. If one is teaching error one must be
very selective in quoting Ellen White.

In summary, we found in the forego-
ing predictions that:

(1) Division would come in the
church and contention over the latter
rain which was brought on by the 1888
message of righteousness by faith. See
Selected Messages, book 2, 114

(2) This same message would not be
comprehended and would be called a
false light by those who refused to w31k
in its advancing glory. See Review Gnd
Herald, vol. 2, 397. The third angel's

message would be misinterpreted to ne-
gate Christian perfection.

(3) Some would stand up against the
same message that Ellen White called
the straight testimony-the counsel of
the "Itue Witness to the Laodiceans,
which is Revelation 3:18. See Early
Writings, 270

(4) The message that God sent would
be discarded, and the most unreasonable
assertions and false suppositions and false
theories would be received. This would
account for the many who would stand in
our pulpits presenting these false theories.
Sec Testimonies LoMinisters, 409

(5) The last deception of Satan would
be to make of none effect the gift of
prophecy to the remnant church. TItis
deception closes the eyes to the great
wealth of counsel that God gave to His
people to take them through the crisis
ahead and prepare them for the coming of
Jesus. Sec SelectedMessages, book 1, 48

The next statement may be appro-
priate for our time: "Unless the church,
which is now being leavened with her
own backsliding, shall repent and be
converted, she will eat the fruit of her
own doing, until she shall abhor herself."
Testimonies, vol. 8, 250

In reading further there is presented
the glorious possibility through repent-
arree and reformation that confusion will
cease and God's people will all be speak-
ing the same thing under the direction of
the Spirit. This time will come after the
purging of the church during the Sunday
law crisis. See Ibid., vol. 5, 8D-81

But this glorious time will come only
as a result of the Holy Spirit implanting
the love of Christ in the believer who
will by faith put Christ above all else.
Any procrastination in seeking God for
His power in preparing for the latter rain
is extremely serious. No onc knows how
rapidly the closing events will come.
More important, God desires our loyalty
now. 0
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upon them that hope in his mercy."
Psalm 33:6, 9, 15, 18

TItis is our God, and if we will search
for Him, He will reveal Himself in His
love for us; ifwewill search for Him with
all our hearts, we will find Him in His
sanctuary. "And ye shall seek me, and
find me, when ye shall search for me with
all your heart." Jeremiah 29:13. "Honour
and majesty are before him: strength and
beauty are in his sanctuary.... Give unto
the LoRD the glory due unto his name:
bring an offering, and come into his
courts. 0 worship the LoRD in the beauty
of holiness: fear before him, all the earth.
. . . For he cometh, for he cometh to judge
the earth: he shall judge the world with
righteousness, and the people with his
truth." Psalm 96:6, S-9, 13

What Is a Sanctuary?

A sanctuary is a place set apart for a
definite purpose. It usually refers to a
place where we can go to meditate and
worship God, away from all worldly
distractions. Webster says, "a sanctuary
is a sacred place of refuge and protec-
tion.n God invites us to make Him OUT
sanctuary. He is our refuge, our protec-
tion, and a very present help when we
are troubled and in need. A sanctuary is
a place where we may flee for quiet
communion with our God and Saviour.

For 430 years the Israelites had been
slaves in Egypt. Many had forgotten the
God of their fathers. They were in-
fluenced by the idolatry of their Egyp-
tian masters. Many were not keeping the
Sabbath. God must now teach these two
million people the plan of redemption.

They must learn to worship the God
of Abraham. God instructed Moses to
build a sanctuary after the model of the
sanctuary in heaven. "Who serve unto the
example and shadow of heavenly things,
as Moses was admonished of God when
he was about to make the tabernacle: for,
See, saith he, that thou make all things
according to the pattern shewed to thee in
the mount." Hebrews 8:5

Ezekiel gives this explanation and
promise: "Therefore say, Thus saith the
Lord GOD; Although I have cast them
far off among the heathen, and although
I have scattered them among the coun-
tries, yet will I bc to them as a little
sanctuary in the countries where they
shall come. Therefore say, Thus saith the
Lord GOD; I will even gather you from
the people, and assemble you out of the
countries where ye have been scattered,

AboveThe Sanctua
A ND let them make me a sanctuary;

that I may dwell among them."
Exodus 25:8. Th understand the subject
of this sanctuary is vital. It is the only
doctrine in Adventism that is unique.
Other churches teach the Sabbath, and
some accept the Bible position on the
state of the dead. But none teach the
sanctuary message. Satan and his angels
hate the sanctuary message, for it is
God's plan of salvation for the fallen
human race. God's way is in His sanctu-
ary. "Thy way, 0 God, is in the sanctu-

ary: who s so great a God as our God?"
Psalm 77 13. SeeEvangelism, 224-225

No 0 e can find out God-God who
can spea and make a world, who can
create a bing from dust and make him a
living so 1! "By the word of the LoRD
were the eavens made; and all the host
of them y the breath of his mouth....
For he sp ke, and it was done; he com-
manded' nd it stood fast. ... He fash-
ioneth th ir hearts alike; he considereth
all their arks.... Behold, the eye of
the LORD is upon them that fear him,

Ron Spear
8 Our Firm FOUI/datioll July 1990



Only those who believe that God has enough
power to keep them from sin are His true
people, His sons and daughters

and I will give you the land of Israel."
Ezekiel 11:16-17

The Sanctuary-Oneness With God

"And let them make me a sanctuary;
that I may dwell among them," Exodus
25:8, That I may dwell among them,
What a mystery! The love of God for us
fallen rebels, to give us His own Son for
our redemption, "For God so loved the
world, that he have his only begotten
Son, that whosoever believeth in him
should not perish, but have everlasting
life," John 3:16
"That they all may be one; as thou,

Father, art in me, and I in thee, that they
also may be one in us: that the world
may believe that thou hast sent me, And
the glory which thou gavest me I have
given them; that they may be one, even
as we are one: I in them, and thou in me,
that they may be made perfect in one;
and that the world may know that thou
hast sent me, and hast loved them, as
thou hast loved me, John 17:21-23
This is the love of the Father and the

Son, And their love can be ours-we
must have it. It is a free gift. Our last-day
prophet tells us: "Those who had learned
ofGod had been listening to the voice of
His Son, and in Jesus of Nazareth they
would recognize Him who through na-
ture and revelation has dedarcd the
Father.

" 'Verily, verily, I say unto you, He
that believeth on me hath everlasting
life.' John 6:47, Through the beloved
John, who listened to these words, the
Holy Spirit declared to the churches,
'This is the record, that God hath given
to us eternal life, and this life is in his
Son, He that hath the Son hath life.'
1 John 5:11-12, And Jesus said, 'I will
raise him up at the last day.' John 4:44,
Christ became one flesh with us, in order
that we might become one spirit with
Him, It is by virtue of this union that we
are to come forth from the grave-not
merely as a manifestation of the power
of Christ, but because, through faith, His
life has become ours.n The Desire of
Ages, 388

These inspired words sum up the
sanctuary message to God's remnant
church: "That I may dwell among
them." These inspired words describe a
close, intimate relationship between
God and His people, and place it in the
setting of the sanctuary, This close unity
between God and His people, and the
various parts and furniture of the sanctu-

ary not only symbolize the work of
Christ in the plan of redemptioa, but also
point out to us His perfection of charac-
ter, which He offers to impute and im-
part to US in justification and sanctifica-
tion, He gives us His faith, His right-
eousness, in return for the complete
surrender of our will.

Let us never forget we were created
to be a temple for the living God to
dwell in, and that we are charged with
the responsibility of maintaining the
health, fitness, and purity of the body

given us of God, "Know ye not that ye
are the temple ofGod, and that the Spirit
of God dwellcth in you? If any man
defile the temple of God, him shall God
destroy; for the temple of God is holy,
which temple ye are." 1 Corinthians
3:16-17

"What? know ye not that your body
is the temple of the Holy Ghost which is
in you, which ye have ofGod, and ye are
not your own? For ye are bought with a
price: therefore glorify God in your
body, and in your spirit, which are
God's." 1 Corinthians 6:19-20

"And what is the exceeding great-
ness of his power to us-ward who
believe, according to the working of his
mighty power, which he wrought in
Christ, when he raised him from the
dead, and set him at his own right hand
in the heavenly places, far above all
principality, and power, and might, and
dominion, and every name that is
named, not only in this world, but also in
that which is to come: and hath put all
things under his fect, and gave him to be
the head over all things to the church,
which is his body, the fulness of him that
filleth all in all." Ephesians 1:19-23
Only the faithful and obedient are

counted as His church, Only those who
believe that God has enough power to
keep them from sin are His true people,
His sons and daughters. "For as many as
are led by the Spirit of God, they are the
sons of God," Romans 8:14, "The foun-

tain of the heart must be purified before
the streams can become pure. He who is
trying to reach heaven by his own works
in keeping the law is attempting an
impossibility, TI,ere is no safety for one
who has merely a legal religion, a form
of godliness, The Christian's life is not a
modification or improvement of the old,
but a transformation of nature, There is a
death to self and sin, and a new life
altogether. This change can be brought
about only by the effectua! working of
the Holy Spirit." rhe Desire ofAges, 172

"And only those who live the life of
Christ are His co-workers, If one sin is
cherished in the soul, or one wrong
practice retained in the life, the whole
being is contaminatcd, The man be-
comes an instrument of unrighteous-
ness." The Desire ofAges, 313

Dwelling With God Eternally
When the Spirit of God is received

into the heart by faith, life eternal
begins, In this way Rcvelation 21:3 can
be fulfilled in our lives now, and we will
be prcpared to receive its complete ful-
fillment in the earth made new, "And I
heard a great voice out of heaven saying,
Behold, the tabernade of God is with
men, and he will dwell with them, and
they shall be his people, and God him-
self shall be with them, and be thcir
God."

The cleansing of the Most Holy in
the heavenly sanctuary cannot be
completed until God has a people on
earth who are willing to be made willing
to surrender their wills so completely
and unreservedly to Him, that they can
reflect the image of Jesus fully to the
world, Then our High Priest will throw
down the censer, probation will close,
and the sanctuary in heaven will be
purified because the heart-temples of
God's people on earth are purified from
all sin, See Christ'S Object Lessons, 69;
Testimonies to Ministers, 506-509 0
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THE knowledge of God that works
transformation of character is our

great need. If we fulfil His purpose,
there must be in our lives a revelation of
God that shall correspond to the teach-
ing of His Word.

The experience ofEnoch and of John
the Baptist represents what ours should
be. Far morc than we do, we need 10
study the lives of these men-he who
was translated to heaven without seeing
death, and he who, before Christ's first
advent, was called to prepare the way of
the Lord, to make His paths straight.

The Experience of Enoch

Of Enoch it is written that he lived
sixty-five years and begat a son; after that
he walked with God three hundred years.
During those earlier years, Enoch had
loved and feared God, and had kept His
commandments. But after the birth of his
first son, he reached a higher experience;
he was drawn into closer relationship
with God. As he saw the child's love for
its father, its simple trust in his protec-
tion; as he felt the deep, yearning tender-
ness of his own heart for that first-born
son, he learned a precious lesson of the
wonderful love of God to man in the gift
of His son, and the confidence which the
children of God may repose in their
heavenly Father. The infinite, un-
fathomable love of God through Christ,
became the subject of his meditations day
and night. With all the fervor of his soul
he sought to reveal that love to the people
among whom he dwelt.

10 Ollr Firm FOUl/datioll July 1990

Enoch's walk with God was not in a
trance or a vision, but in all the duties of
his daily life. He did not become a
hermit, shutting himself entirely from
the world; for he had, in the world, a
work to do for God. In the family and in
his intercourse with men, as a husband
and father, a friend, a citizen, he was the
steadfast, unwavering servant of God.

His faith waxed stronger, his love
became more ardent, with the lapse of
centuries. Th him prayer was as the
breath of the soul. He lived in the atmos-
phere of heaven.

As the scenes of the future were
opened to his view, Enoch became a
preacher of righteousness, bearing
God's message to all who would hear
the words of warning. In the land where
Cain had sought to flee from the divine
presence, the prophet of God made
known the wonderful scenes that had
passed before his vision. "Behold," he
declared, "the Lord cometh with ten
thousands of His saints, to execute judg-
ment upon all, and to convince ail that
arc ungodly among them of all their
ungodly deeds." Jude 14--15

The power of God that wrought with
His servant was felt by those who heard.
Some gave heed to the warning and
renounced their sins; but the multitudes
mocked at the solemn message. The
servants of God are to bear a similar
message to the world in the last d,·.ys,
and it will also be received with unbelief
and mockery.

As year after year passed, deeper and
deeper grew the tide of human guilt,

I Ellen G. White I

Our
Great
Need

darker and darker gathered the clouds of
divine jUdgment. Vet Enoch, the witness
of faith, held on his way, warning,
pleading, and teaching, striving to turn
back the tide of guilt and to stay the bolts
of vengeance.

The men of that generation mocked
the folly of him who sought not to gather
gold or silver, or to build up possessions
here. But Enoch's heart was upon eter-
nal treasures. He had looked upon the
celestial city. He had seen the ((jng in
His glory in the midst of Zion. The
greater the existing iniquity, the more
earnest was his longing for the home of
God. While still on earth, he dwelt, by
faith, in the realms of light.
"Blessed are the pure in heart: for they

shall see God." Matthew 5:8. For three
hundred years Enoch had been seeking
purity of heart, that he might be in har-
mony with heaven. For three centuries he
had walked with God. Day by day he had
longed for a closer union; nearer and
nearer had grown the communion, until
God took him to Himself. He had stood at
the threshold of the eternal world, only a
step between him and the land oftbe blest;
and now the portals opened, the walk with
God, so long pursued on earth, continued,
and he passed through the gates of the
Holy City-the first from among men to
enter there.

By faith Enoch "was translated that
he should not sec death; ... for before
his translation he had this testimony, that
he pleased God." Hebrews 11:5

To such communion God is calling
us. As was Enoch's must be their holi-



We can discern the character of God, and
accept Christ by faith, only as we consent to
the bringing into captivity of every thought to
the obedience of Christ

ness of character who shall be redeemed
from among men at Ihe Lord's second
coming.

Experience of John the Baptist

John the Baplist in his desert life was
taught of God. He studied Ihe revela-
tions of God in nature. Under the guid-
ing of the divine Spirit, he studied the
scrolls of Ihe prophets. By day and by
nighl, Christ was his study, his medita-
tion, until mind and heart and soul were
filled with the glorious vision.

He looked upon Ihe King in His
beauty, and self was lost sight of. He
beheld Ihe Majesty of holiness, and
knew himself 10 be inefficienl and un-
worthy. It was God's message Ihal he
was to declare. It was in God's power
and His righteousness Ihat he was to
stand. He was ready 10 go forth as
Heaven's messenger, unawcd by the
human, because he had looked upon the
Divine. He could stand fearless in the
presence of earthly monarchs, because
with trembling he had bowed before the
King of kings.

With no elaborate arguments or fine-
spun theories did John declare his mes-
sage. Startling and slern, yet full of
hope, his voice was heard from Ihe
wilderness, "Repent yeo for the kingdom
of heaven is at hand." Matthew 3:2.
With anew, strange power il moved the
people. The whole nation was stirred.
Multitudes flocked to the wilderness.

Unlearned peasants and fishermen
from the surrounding country; the Roman
soldiers from the barracks of Herod;
chieftains with Iheir swords at their sides,
ready to pul down anything Ihal might
savor of rebellion; the avaricious tax-
gatherers from their toll-booths; and from
the Sanhedrin Ihe phylacteried priests-
all listened as if spellbound; and all, even
the Pharisee, and the Sadducec, the cold,
unimpressible scoffer, went away with
the sneer silenced, and cut 10 the heart
with a sense of their sins. Herod in his
palece heard the message, and Ihe proud,
sin-hardened ruler Irembled al the call 10
repentance.
In this age, just prior to the second

coming of Christ in Ihe clouds of
heaven, such a work as thai of John is to
be done. God calls for men who will
prepare a people 10 stand in the great day
of the Lord. The message preceding the
public ministry of Christ was, "Repenl,
publicans and sinners; repent, Pharisees
and Sadducees; 'repent yeo for Ihe king-

dom of heaven is at hand.' " As a people
who believe in Christ's soon appearing,
we have a message 10 bear-"Prepare to
meet thy God." Amos 4:12. Our mes-
sage must be as direct as was the mes-
sage of John. He rebuked kings for Iheir
iniquity. Notwithstanding that his life
was imperiled, he did not hesilale to
declare God's Word. And our work in
lhis age must be done as faithfully.

In order to give such a message as
John gave, we must have a spiritual
experience like his. The same work must
be wrought in us. We must behold God,
and in beholding Him lose sight of self.

John had by nature Ihe faults and
weaknesses common 10 humanity; but
the loueh of divine love had transformed
him. When, after Christ's ministry
began, the disciples of John came 10 him
with Ihe complaint thai all men were
following the new 'leacher, John showed
how clearly he understood his relalion to
Ihe Messiah, and how gladly he wel-
comed the One for whom he had pre-
pared Ihe way.
"A man can receive nothing," he

said, "except it be given him from
heaven. Ye yourselves bear me witness,
Ihal I said, I am nol the Christ, but Ihat I
am sent before Him. He that halh the
bride is the bridegroom: but Ihe friend of
the bridegroom, which standeth and
heareth him, rejoiceth greally because of
the bridegroom's voice: this my joy
therefore is fulfilled. He must increase,
but I must decrease." John 3:27-30

Looking in faith to Ihe Redeemer,
John had risen to the height of self-abne-
galion. He sought not to attract men 10
himself, but to lifl their Ihoughts higher
and still higher, until Ihey should rest
upon the Lamb of God. He himself had
been only a voice, a cry in Ihe wilder-
ness. Now with joy he accepled silence
and obscurity, that Ihe eyes of all mighl
be lurned 10 the Light of life.

Those who are true to their calling as
messengers for God will not seek honor

for themselves. Love for self will be
swallowed up in love for Christ. They
will recognize Ihal it is their work 10
proclaim, as did John Ihe Baptist, "Be-
hold the Lamb of God, which laketh
away Ihe sin of Ihe world." John 1:29.
They will lift up Jcsus, and with Him
humanity will be lifted up. "Thus saith
the high and lofty One Ihal inhabiteth
elernity, whose name is Holy; I dwell in
the high and holy place, with him also
that is of a contrite and humble spirit, to
revive the spirit of Ihe humble, and 10
revive the heart of the contrite ones."
Isaiah 57:15

The soul of the prophet, emptied of
self, was filled with Ihe light oflheDivine.
In words Ihal were almost a counterpart of
Ihe words of Christ Himself, he bore
wilness 10 Ihe Saviour's glory. "He that
cometh from above," he said, "is above
all: he that is of the earth is earthly, and
speaketh of the carth: he Ihal cometh from
above is above all. ... For he whom God
hath senl speaketh Ihe words of God: for
God giveth not the Spirit by measure unto
him." John 3:31, 34

In this glory of Christ all His fol-
lowers are to share. The Saviour could
say, "I seek not mine own will, but the
will of the Father which hath sent me."
John 5:30. "And," declared John, "the
Father giveth not Ihe Spirit by measure
unto him." So with the followers of
Christ. We can receive of Heaven's light
only as we are willing to be emptied of
self. We can discern the characler of
God, and accepl Christ by failh, only as
we consent to Ihe bringing inlo captivity
of every thoughl 10 the obedience of
Christ. To all who do this, the Holy Spirit
is given without measure. In Christ
"dwelleth all Ihe fulness of the Godhead
bodily. And ye are complete in him."
Colossians 2:9-10 0

The Australasian Record, 164-165,
(July 15, 1904)
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God did not create a hierarchy or a
dictatorship, but a family. That is the
reason there was a war in heaven. When
Satan chose to rebel, God could have
simply spoken the word, and Satan
would have been banished from the
society of heaven. But God did not do
that, for the angels were His fellow work-
ers. Even in this crisis situation He did
not take the reins into His own hands, but
instead worked with and through the
angels to decide the issue. See Revelation
12:7. Even after the war, Satan seems to
have been allowed to come back to
represent the earth at the councils of
heaven. God presented Job's fidelity and
challenged Satan's claim to represent the
earth, but for the sake of the angels He
allowed Satan to remain. But at the cross
Satan "uprooted himself from the sym-
pathies of lhe heavenly beings. Hence-
forth his work was restricted." The Desire
ofAges, 761. See Job 1:6-8; 2:1-3; The
Desire of Ages, 834. The angels at last
understood what God had known aU
along. They would never again allow
Satan to represent earth.

Consider the investigative judgment
of Daniel 8:14 that has been going on
since 1844. Does God need a judgment?
Of eourse not! The judgment is for one
reason only, because God is not running a
hierarchical dictatorship. He has made the
beings of heaven His fellow workers, and
in order for them to be a praetieal part of
the process, they need a judgment. They
do not have all knowledge like God has.
They must keep records and review them.

And so heaven is built upon the
principle of co-operation and unity; and
thus il had always been until one arose to
begin his own independent ministry in
competition and opposition to the regu-
lar ministry of heaven, which had been
in operation for ages. Thus began the
spirit of independence.

It was this same temptation for inde-
pendence that caused the downfall of Eve.
"And the serpent said to the woman, ...
in the day you eat of it ... you will be like
God, knowing good and evil." Genesis
3:4-5. Thus the serpent tempted Eve wilh
the thought that shewould bewise enough
to act independently, knowing good and
evil herself. When mankind fell for this
deception, the earth became a part of the
independent ministry of Satan, which
made things rather confusing. Because the

Sinful Independence
I N the great family of heaven each vocabulary he was created with, but that
being has his own individual pcr- was not God's way.

sonality, yet no one acts independently; God could have created a world of
for all are held together by the cords of people, but He made the fewest people
humility toward self and love toward possible to initiate the family process, and
one another. they and their descendants were to pro-

Even God does not act inde- create the rest ofmankind. What a risk He
pendently. In fact, we should say espe- took in choosing man to raise his own
cially God-for all His actions are for kind, and how poorly did Adam and Eve
the good will and well-being of His succeed with their very first child' Yet
creatures. In all that He docs, He elicits God did not take the responsibility and
the love and co-operation of those He privilege away from them. Thus, from the
has created. Consider the creation of beginning men and women were made to
Adam. As soon as he was created, God be kings and priests with God, as "God's
set him to work to assist Him. God asked fellow workers." 1 Corinthians 3:9; all
him to name the animals. God could Scriptures are quoted from the New King
have just as easily named them Himself James Version.
and programmed these names within As it was on earth with Adam and
Adam's mind, along with the rest of the Eve, so it was in heaven with the angels.
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Moses and Aaron were not independent-
again, as in Noah's situation, they were the
only truly nonindependent ones

whole world became united with Satan in
his independence, those who were
humbly co-operating with God found
themselves appearing to be independent.
They were a minority independent of, and
separate from, Satan's vastly more popu-
lar independent ministry.

The Appearance Of Independence

Consider the story of Noah to whom
God had given the warning about a com-
ing flood. All the world remained inde-
pendent of God and His counsels. All the
organized churches remained inde-
pendent from God's counsels. Noah alone
worked in humble co-operation with the
purposes of heaven. Yct, how alone and
isolated he seemed to be! How aloof from
the counsel of others he was accused of
being! How independent he appeared.
But the appearance was deceptive. The
one who appeared to be independent was
the only one who was not independent.

Satan scored a major victory in
Noah's day when he gained the whole
world on his side of independence. But
he gained an even greater victory when
he gained the whole church on his side.

The Church, Independent?

When Moses sent the twelve spies
into the land of Canaan, ten came back
with a discouraging report. And the
people cried out, "Why has the Lord
brought us to this land to fall by the
sword.... Would it not be better for us
to return to Egypt? So they said to one
another, 'Let us select a leader and
return to Egypt.' " Numbers 14:3-4

The people had chosen to become
independent of God's leadership and to
choose their own leader and to make
their own decisions. Caleb urged them,
"Only do not rebel against the Lord, nor
fear the people of the land.... And all
the congregation said to stone them with
stones." Numbers 14:9-10

The word "congregation" in the Old
Testament is equivalent to the word
"church" in the New Testament, as
Stephen confirms in his defense in Acts
7:38. Thus the whole church, as we
would call it today, disfellowshiped
Caleb and Joshua for giving the straight
testimony and said that they should be
stoned. It should be noted that this was
not some heathen church making this
decision, but God's own true people, the
type of our church today. The church
had become independent.

The question was, who was right-
the majority, along with the church
leaders as represented by the ten unfaith-
ful spies, or the lonely two who were
distellowshiped for giving the straight
testimony? The answers seem so obvious
when recorded in sacred history, but they
arc not always so apparent when we arc
confronted by the actual situation.

In the old covenant types, God often
revealed His pleasure or displeasure im-
mediately, as a type of the future reward
and punishment of the new covenant
which will be fulfilled at the last jUdg-
ment. Sec Revelation 22:12. In this case

the unfaithful leaders "died by the
plague before the Lord." Yet, so en-
trenched was this spirit of independence
and insubordination in the heart of the
people, that not even the direct interven-
tion of God seemed to be able to uproot
it from their midst.

Shortly thereafter, Korah, Dathan,
and Abiram "rose up before Moses with
some of the children of Israel, two
hundred and fifty leaders of the congre-
gation, representatives of the congrega-
tioo, men of renown." Numbers 16:2

Like our church, the Israelites had a
representative form of government.
Today, when rcpresentatives of the
church come together, we call it a constit-
uency meeting, or a General Conference.

These "representatives of the con-
gregation" were "men of renown," and
Korah was their chosen leader with
Dathan and Abiram his assistants. These
leaders of the people "gathered together
against Moses and Aaron, and said to
them, 'You take too much upon your-
selves, for all the congregation is holy,
everyone of them, and the Lord is
among them. Why ,hell do you exalt
yourselves above the congregation of the
Lord?' " Numbers 16:3; emphasis sup-
plied in all quotations

Moses and Aaron were accused of
being independent from the church and
taking too much upon themselves without

the approval ofthe church. After all, it was
God's church that Korah and his associ-
atcs represented, and the church, they
said, was holy, for God had chosen it for
Himself. Surely, when the entire church,
through their appointed representatives,
decides on something, it is as the voice of
God to the people! How could Moses and
Aaron not come under the authority of the
church and the leaders the church had
chosen? How could they justify their
"independent" ways?

Yet, Moses and Aaron were not inde-
pendent-again, as in Noah's situation,
they were the only truly nonindependent

ones within the church. Appearance was
again deceptive. The church body had
become independent, whereas those ac-
cused of being independent were the
ones who had remained loyal and true to
the government of heaven.

A cursory reading of this story might
lead to a false conclusion. I have heard
ministers and leaders liken their ministry
to that of Moses, and anyone who is not
in harmony with their plans or the plans
of the Conference, regardless of the
reasons or convictions, are likened to
Korah, Dathan, and Abiram. But,
ing to the leaders of the church, EIlen
White warns:

"The question of religious liberty
needs to be clearly comprehended by
our people in more ways than one. With
outstretched arms men arc seeking to
steady the ark, and the anger of the Lord
is kindled against them because they
think that their position entitles them to
say what the Lord's servants shaIl do
and what they shaIl not do. They think
themselves competent to decide what
shaIl be brought before God's people,
and what shall be repressed. The Lord
inquires of them, 'Who has required this
at your hand? Who has given you the
burden of being conscience for My
people? By what spirit are you guided
and controIled when you seck to restrict
their liberty? I have not chosen you as I
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Today we are called to do a work similar to that
of John the Baptist, and to give the same
message in even stronger terms, yet in a spirit
of love

chose Moses-as men through whom I
can communicate divine instruction to
My people. I have nol placed the lines of
control in your hands. The responsibility
that rested on Moses-of voicing the
words of God to the people-has never
been delegated to you." Manuscript Re-
lease 1335, (August 1, 1895)

It should be nOled that Moses was
not the elected leader of the children of
Israel-he was never elected by the
people. Rather, Moses was the one
whom the people rejected. See Acts
7:35. Moses was a type of Christ (See
Deuteronomy 18:15) whom the leaders
of the church hated and crucified. He

was a prophet, chosen by God. The
elected leader whom the people chose
was Korah. "And Korah gathered all the
congregation [or church] against them
[Moses and Aaron] at the door of the
tabernaclc of meeting." Numbers 16:19

Did God recognize Korab's position
simply because the whole church was
behind him? Would to God that we,
today, would remember the lessons of
Korah and seek more for the will and
direction ofGod rather than for position,
victory at the polls, or referendum man-
dales. Will we learn the lesson that no
committee or Conference or power on
earth has the authority to change one
precept of truth, as the beast power
claims to be able to do? God is seeking
the co-operation of His fellow workers
on earth, bUI He has not abdicated His
position, nor will He allow mankind to
develop and assume kingly and control-
ling power over His heritage, which are
His purchased possession.

An Independence Needed Today

Is it not time again for the message
and ministry of John the Baptist to come
to God's heritage in order that we as a
church mighl be prepared for the second
coming of Christ? After John had pre-
pared His life and received his commis-
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sion from God, how did he begin his
ministry? John did not recognize the
authority of the Sanhedrin by seeking
their sanction for his work; and he re-
proved rulers and people, Pharisees and
Sadducees alike. See The Desire ofAges,
132-133. Today we are called to do a
work similar to that of John the Baptist,
and to give the same message in even
stronger terms, yet in a spirit of love. "In
this fearful time, just before Christ is to
come the second time, God's faithM
preachers will have to bear a still more
pointed testimony than was borne by John
the Baptist. A responsible, important
work is before them; and those who speak

smooth lhings, God will nOl acknowledge
as His shepherds. A fearful woe is upon
them." Testimonies, vol. 1,321

John the Baptist's calling and author-
ity did not come from man, but from
God, and John the Baptist respected the
authority of Heaven. The Sanhedrin had
tried to assume prerogatives and author-
ity that belonged only to God, maIcing
themselves independent of God, and
John the Baptist did not join in their
independence by submitting himself to it.
When John the Baptist "saw many of the
Pharisees and Sadducees coming to his
baptism, he said to them, ... 'bear fruits
worthy of repentance, and do not think to
say to yourselves, "We have Abraham as
our father." For I say to you thai God is
able to raise up children to Abraham from
these stones. And even now the ax is laid
to the root of the trees. Therefore every
tree which does not bear good fruit is cut
down and thrown into the fire.' " Mat-
thew 3:7-10

John taught the people not to put full
faith in any system, profession of per-
sonal piety, or institution-for "every
Iree which does not bear good fruit" will
be "cut down." Every independent per-
son, congregation, Conference, or insti-
tution, however large or small, that be-
comes independent from God, will be
cut down. "God has a church.... It is

the people who love God and keep His
commandments." The Upward Look,
315. God's Church, His people who are
totally dependent upon Him and who
"follow the Lamb wherever He goes"
(Revelation 14:4), will go through to the
end, and they will go through unitedly as
a body of Christ. Yet it must be under-
stood that the movemenl is much more
than systems, buildings, and legal docu-
ments. When Ballle Creek became inde-
pendent, God burned it down; but the
church itself survived, and it win ulti-
mately triumph. We want to triumph
with it. God is not going to start a new
church or a new movement. But the
movement must be purified from every
element of independence from Him.
The Jews thought that because they

could trace their lineage and system
back to Abraham, they were secure. But
John said God was not dependent upon
them to have a people-He could take
the stony hearts of the Gentiles and graft
them into the true stock. In commenting
upon John's message, Ellen White
elaborates: "Not by its name, but by its
fruit, is the value of a tree determined. If
the fruit is worthless, the name [Jew,
Israelite, Christian, or Seventh-day Ad-
ventist] cannot save the tree from de-
struction. John dcclared to the Jews that
their standing before God was to be
decided by their character and life. Pro-
fession was worthless. If their life and
character were not in harmony with
God's law, they were not His people."
The Desire ofAges, 107

When God's people begin to worry
about the semantics of their name, seek-
ing to protect the words themselves by
crucifying people who use it, as they
crucified Jesus upon the cross, it is a sure
sign that they have lost the true signifi-
cance of the name. The primary purpose
of a name is 10 signify the character
within. If Jesus had not called Himself a
Jew, the Jewish leaders would not have
put Him to death.

Jesus' Example of Independence

Jesus came to reslore the true prin-
ciples upon which alone the church can
be established. He said, I did not come to
do "My own will but the will of the
Father who sent Me." John 5:30
Jesus was the most un-independent

person who ever lived. He said, "I can of
Myself do nothing." John 5:30. He tried
to co-operate and work in harmony with
the leaders of the church. Yet, "from



Jesus was calling God's people back to true
obedience and sanctification. This and this
alone could unify and purify the church

childhood He acted independently of the
rabbinical laws.... In every gentle and
submissive way, Jesus tried to please
those with whom He came in contact.
Because He was so gentle and unobtru-
sive, the scribes and elders supposed that
He would be easily influenced by their
teaching. They urged Him to receive the
maxims and traditions that had been
handed down from the ancient rabbis,
but He asked for their authority in Holy
Writ." Ibid., 84-85
The fact that it was God's true

church that had initiated the policies
then practiced, or that these policies had
been handed down from ancient times,
did not matter to Him. For Jesus, there
was no inspired manual other than the
holy Word of God. But so hierarchical
had the church become that they knew
of no other way that the church could
function other than by man-made rules
and authority and a strong, Jerusalem-
centered structure.

Because Jesus did not submit to the
man-made restrictions that interfered
with the work God had given Him to do,
"He who was the foundation of the ritual
and economy of Israel would be looked
upon as its enemy and destroyer." Ibid.,
111. If everyone did "his own thing,"
rather than being guided by the Sanhe-
drin, the leaders supposed that the
church would cease to function. "God
was a God of order," they reasoned. But
they failed to realize that Jesus wasn't
doing "His own thing." He was calling
God's people back to true obedience and
sanctification. This and this alone could
unify and purify the church. The very
attempts of the Sanhedrin to save the
church, eventually destroyed it.

The Sanhedrin tried in every way
possible to limit the so-called inde-
pendence of Jesus-that is, inde-
pendence from their authority. IfHe had
been a Roman or a heathen, it would not
have mattered. But the problem came in
that He called Himself a member of the
church. The Sanhedrin faithfully tried to
warn Him-He was called before the
assembled body of the Sanhedrin, and
they labored with Him. But, without
clear Scriptural reasoning, they could
not persuade Him to change. They then
tried to warn the people, in order to keep
His influence from spreading. Finally, as
a last resort, and in a desperate attempt
to save the church, they disfellowshiped
Him and nailed Him to a tree! "Yet such
was their deception that they were well
pleased with themselves. They regarded

themselves as patriots, who were seek-
ing the nation's salvation." Ibid., 541

But though they tried, and verily
thought they had succeeded, they could
not disfellowship Jesus from the church.
Jesus was the church. They merely
succeeded in disfellowshiping them-
selves from the true church. For God
"has put all things under His feet, and
gave Him to be head over all things to
the church, which is His body, the full-
ness of Him who fills all in all." Ephesi-
ans 1:22-23
The church is still to be "built upon

Christ as its foundation; it is to obey
Christ as its head. It is not to depend
upon man, or be controlled by man.
Many claim that a position of trust in the
church gives them authority to dictate
what other men shall believe and what
they shall do. This claim God does not
sanction. The Savior declares, 'All ye are
brethren.' All are exposed to temptation
and are liable to error. Upon no finite
being can we depend for guidance. The
Rock of faith is the living presence of
Christ in the church. Upon this the
weakest may depend, and those who
think themselves the strongest will
prove to be the weakest, unless they
make Christ their efficiency. 'Cursed be

the man that trusteth in man, and maketh
flesh his arm.' Jeremiah 17:5." Ibid., 414

Within Christ's church there is to be
no hierarchical, centralized, controlling
power that supersedes the headship of
Christ. As the messenger of the Lord
said, "Battle Creek is not to be the center
of God's work. God alone can fill this
place." Testimonies to Ministers, 375.
There is a place for order, but it is to be a
simple, humble order, always uplifting
the primacy of Christ. For "He is the
head of the body, the church, who is the
beginning, the firstborn from the dead,
that in all things He may have the pre-
eminence." Colossians 1:18

Thus, as Christ is the head of the
body, He is always to "have the preemi-

oenee." Whenever the church assumes
preeminence over Christ, or His Word, it
thereby becomes an idol to the people.

Christ created the structure-it is
holy-but it is always to remain subser-
vient to the Word and to Christ as its
head. Anything that supersedes God be-
comes a false god. The Jews made a god
of their temple. It became more impor-
tant than the truth, or even God's dear
Son. A word of criticism spoken against
the temple was worse than a false teach-
ing being taught from its precincts. The
final charge brought against Christ was
that He spoke against the temple.

In view of this danger of making the
system and its leadership a false God,
Ellen White has a whole chapter in
Testimonies to Ministers entitled, "Thou
Shalt Have No Other Gods Before Me."
She was referring to Battle Creek, its
system, and the leadership. She also
warns that "the trials of the children of
Israel, and their attitude just before the
first coming of Christ have been pre-
sented before me again and again to
illustrate the position of the people of
God in their experience before the sec-
ond coming of Christ-how the enemy
sought every occasion to take control of
the minds of the Jews, and today he is

seeking to blind the minds of God's
servants, that they may not be able to
discern the precious truth." Selected
Messages, book 1, 406

The Problem of 1888

This false gospel of system worship,
where the organization becomes the
master rather than the servant, was what
Ellen White recognized as the main prob-
lem of 1888. She related the cause of this
problem in the following letter: "This is
largely due to the feeling of Elder Butler
that position gave unlimited authority....
God designs that men shall use their
minds and consciences for themselves.

continued on 30
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Ralph Larsoll last served as chairmolt of the
Church altd Millistry Department of tlte
Seventh-day Advelltist Theological Seminary.
Far East.

Q: Was thcre a consensus of agree-
ment in regard to the human nature of
Christ?

A: Far more than consensus. We
found total agreement. The 1200 state-
ments that we found, without a single
exceptiun, affirmed that our Lord had
come to earth in the human nature of
fallen man, and not in the human nature
of the unfallen Adam.

Q: What, then, of the statement on
page 650 of Questiolls on Doctrille that
says the opposite is true?

A: We had to report that we did not
fmd a single quotation published during
the 100-year period 1852-1952 that sup-
ported the view set forth in Questiolls 011
Doctrine. That is astonishing, but it is true.

Q: What has been the response of
our administrators and scholars to your
research and report?

A: Apparently a stunned silence.
Even our offer of $1,000 for a quotation
has brought no response. It seems that
they just cannot believe that a mistake
has been made. Some are desperately
searching through Ellen White's leiters,
and even her diaries, for something that
might be used to support the statement in
Questions on Doctrine.

Q: What of the charge that you are
riding a hobby horse?

A: It makes me laugh. I was fifty-
seven years old and had been in the
ministry for thirty ycars before I even
learned about this problem. Then cir-
cumstances forced me to study into it.

Q: Why did you print 1200 quota-
tions? Wouldn't 100 have been enough?

A: For some, perhaps, but not for all.
We had to deal with the same objection
that some make against the Bible, that
you can prove anything from it by
making careful selections. We had to
make it clear that we had examined all of
the evidence and found no self-contra-
diction in the writings of God's inspired
messenger.

Q: What advice would you give to
church members now?

A: Know what you believe and why
you believe it. Do not rely on anyone else.
Check the context of every Bible or Spirit
of Prophecy quotation that is presented.
Never fcar investigation. God has led this
movement, and our historic beliefs will
stand against any challenge. 0

An Interview With
Dr. Ralph Larson

Q: How did you happen to write The
Word Was Made Flesh?
A: Most of my students at the

Seventh-day Adventist Theological
Seminary, Far East, were ministers from
various countries who were meeting
questions about the human nature of
Christ as they conducted their ministries.
It was their questions that brought me to
a decision to do a thorough research on
the subject and publish a report of my
findings.

Almost four yeors ago Dr. Ralph Lar-
SOil, a retired chairman ofthe Church and
Ministry Departmelll of the Sevemh-day
AdvemislTheologicalSeminary, FarEast,
published a book that will soon reach the
religious best-seller standard of 10,000
copies in circulation. This book has be-
come a topic of discussion among
Seventh-dayAdvemists around the world.
Emitled The Word Was Made Flesh, the
book is a research report on the historical
belief of the Seventh-day Adventist
Church regarding the IlLunalL na/llre of
Christ. Since this topic is ofCLirre1l1 inter-
est to church membership at large-
within the pages of the Adventist Review
alone it has been discllssed recently in a
six-part series of articles, a three-pan
series of editorials, and IlWnerOlIS [ellers
to the editor-we have arranged for an
imerview with Dr. Larson.

Q: Did you have any surprises?
A: Emphatically yes. I had never

expected to find so much material on the
subject, either from Ellen White's writ-
ings or from the writings of other Ad-
ventist authors. It was a subject that was
clearly important in their view, and they
affirmed it repeatedly.

Q: How many statements about the
human nature of Christ did you find?

A: Approximately 400 by EllenWhite
and 800 by other Adventist writers.
Q: Why do you say "approxi-

mately"?
A: Because several affirmations

sometimes appeared on a single page, or
even in a single paragraph, making a
count rathcr difficult. Should you regard
the paragraph as one statement or three
or four?

Q: How did you resolve this prob-
lem?

A: By trying to follow as closely as
possible the apparent intention of the
writer. If a second statement appeared to
be only an enlargement or clarification
of the first, it was not counted sepa-
rately. If the second statement seemed to
have been added for force or emphasis,
it was countcd separately. Probably
different investigators would count
differently, but I think we tended to be
quite conservative. That is why we say
"approximately."

!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!I Ralph Larson I!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!
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LEITERS TO THE EDITOR

•

I would like everyone of our friends
and family to receive a subscription Ito
Our Firm FOIlI1dmioll], but S<1dly, some
ncar and dear ones (who arc in God's
true church) have expressed that the
messages are not always well ac-
cepted-especially thosc dealing with
character perfection and the nature of
Christ. What a day we are living in!
Prophecies orbrother against brother arc
so true today! But we must not give up.
-NS, California

The "Adventism LInd Walter Martin"
was an eye-opener. Thank you for

your solid magazine. The Lord led me to
the Seventh-day Adventist Church in
1979. Since that time many changcs
have happened in the the church as you
well know.

I love this movement and the
Saviour behind it, and l just keep pray-
ing that [ may cling to Him. Thank you
for the messages that bring us to wake
up and reach out, and not to give up.
-BF, Pennsylvania

My gratitude goes to those who
make contributions to the "subscription
assistancc" fund, as 1 would have to go
without receiving Our Firm Foundation
if it were not for their generosity.
-SA, Washington

Please note our policy ill this regard
as given in the left-halld Call/11m ofpage
["ree.-EDIToRS

In several of your magazines I was
reading the letters to the editor to sec how
readers respond to what you publish, and
noticed that they were all positive and
appreciative. I couldn't help but wonder
why Ollr Finn FOl/ndation, unlike many
other magazines, receives only agreeable
letters. Are all your readers in complete
harmony with you? Or have you chosen
not to print letters that express opinions
contrary to those presented'!

Publishing these types of letters could
help people benefit more from your mag-
azine. By giving readers a view of differ-
ent opinions, it would provide for them a
chance to become mOTC sure of what they
believe, and to know how to defend it. It
also might help skeptical readers to sec

that you believe that what you print can
stand under criticism. Becausc the issues
addressed in your mCigazinc arc impor-
Hint oncs, I would likc to know how other
people react, whether good or bad.
-CS, Oregon

See below. -EDITOI<S

I received a copy of Our Firm Foull-
datioll a couple or days ago, and I am
writing to kindly ask that you not send it
anymore. 1 have nol requested it, and I
very much disagree with what you arc
teaChing. Your doctrine of achieving sin-
lessness in this life is extremely unbibli-
cal and will certainly cause thousands of
people to be eternally losl. Furthermore,
your efforts are dividing the Scventh-
day Adventist Church. One family in our
church here in --- who subscribe to
your teachings have removed their
names from mcmbcrsrup and no longer
attend church anywhere.
r commend you for supporting hIgh

standards in our church, but you are
quite mistaken in thinking that you can
intimidate and frighten our people into
serving the Lord. The reason our stand-
ards have declined is simple-our
people have already heard far too much
legalism, and many have given up hope.
Only the love of Jesus can break the
sinner's heart and bring forth true obe-
dience to His holy law. This "cry aloud,
spare not" attitude has to stop! What we
need instead is the attitude of Christ, "I
forgive you; go and sin no more."
-BH, Minnesota

We do, of course, receive a cerwin
an/ouw of negarive mail. It has beell
surprisingly rare (one or two lellers a
week), and very seldom provides any
reasoll for the reader's reaction. Con-
sequewlYJ we have not felt that it would
provide much in the way of blessing. It
did not seem that our readers would
benefit from examining the threats of
immediate legal action received from a
head elder in Kansas, for installce.

The gentleman from Minnesota
writes much more courteously than most
who take offence with our publications,
Gnd at least offers some insight iwo his
thinkillg. Still, we filld ourselves fee/ing

constrained to poiw out that anyone
lloluworily surrendering his memhership
in God's remllGI1l church is most de-
finitely not subscribing to the teachings
fOlilld iI/ Our Firm Foundation. The letter
would also be much more informative if
the reader had idelllified what ;t was ill
our magazine which he cOl/sidered to be
legalism, orper/lOps hadmade clear how
(he «extremely tll/hiblical" "doctrine of
achieving sinlcssllcss il1 this life" is 10 be
difJeremiatcd from JeSllS' instrllctiou to
"go and sin no more. »

A fillal note to all
favorable and criticnl alike: Please be

Letters accomplish much more
when wc know cxactly what you mean to
say.-EDITORS

1want to thank you for your ministry
and encouragement to me to do door·to-
door work. Each time I have gone out
God has richly and abundantly blessed.

One girl was reading her Bible when
r came to the door. She helievcd in the
Sabbath and had been having a desire to
go to some church. She is going to the
Seventh-day Adventi>! Church in her
home town.

So many out there to be reached! I
pray God will give me and others a greater
love and burden for souls. I am still only
going out one day a week, but God U5es
even that lillie bit and multiplies it.
-KB, Mass<oehusells

The series on "Adventism and
ter Martin" is excellent. I joined the
Church in 1951 and became awarc of the
development of those changes as thcy
happened. This is the hest sUlllmary I've
seen. Please send me fivc copies. This
needs to be shared.
-NC, California

Please put me on your list so I can
receive Our Firm FOllndruioll. Il's nicc
to sec the '·straight test imony" some-
where. I'm a convert from eastern re-
ligion and Baptist thought. I lert our
church for four years because I was
going crazy, reading my Bible and Spirit
of Prophecy, and seeing us do the op-
posite of what God said. By His grace
I'm back, and your paper really helps.
-SG, Wisconsin
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A ND this I pray, Many who claim
that your love to be children of God

may abound yet more are only a burden to
and more in knowl- the church. God has
edge and in all judg- given them capabili-
ment; that ye may ap- ties which, if properly
prove things that are used, would enable
excellent; that ye may them to be agreat help
be sincere and with- in His work. He ex-
out offense till the day pects them to be cola-
of Christ; being filled J: borers with Christ.
with the fruits of Their inexcusable in-
righteousness, which dolence is causing
are by Jesus Christ, them to be recorded in
unto the glory and the books ofheaven as
praise of God." PhiI- unfaithful servants.
ippians 1:9-11 The "well done" will
The Lord presents be spokcn to those

before His finite crea- only who are earnest,
tures no impossibili- faithful workers.
ties. Our heavenly Fa- Shall this state of
ther claims not at OUf indifference continue
hands that which we from year to year? Are
cannot perform. He we looking fOlWard to
desires His people to the latter rain, confi-
labor earnestly to dently hoping for a
carry out His purpose better day, when the
for them They are to church shall be en-

for the LatterRain
stature ofmen and women in Christ Jesus. its clear, steady rays would shine forth to refresh and invigorate the indolent, who

Not all the members of the church dispel the darkness. do not use thc powers God has given
are cultivating personal piety; therefore We are in great need of the pure, them. Is Christ always to bc disappointed
they do not understand their personal life-giving atmosphere that nurtures and in the beings He has redeemed at an
responsibility. They do not realize that it invigorates the spiritual life. We need inlinite cost?
is their privilege and duty to reach the greater earnestness. The solemn mes- The power of a higher, purer, nobler
high standard of Christian perfection. sage given us to give to the world is to be life is our great need. God's people are
God is not well pleased when all the proclaimed with greater fervency, even to be filled wilh holy joy, that its radi-
burden-bearing is done by a few mem- with an intensity that will impress un- ance may shine forth from them, bright-
bers of the church, whose physical and believers, leading them to see that the ening the pathway of others. What
spiritual powers are taxed to the utmost Most High is working with us, that He is power, what peace, what joy the soul
of their abilily in their effort to counter- the source of our efficiency and strength. may have that is united with Christ! The
act the influence of the worldly minded, We are not accomplishing one third divine splendor is revealed to those who
halting, doubting ones. If those so lack- of what God desires us to accomplish, commune with Him who is the source of
ing in piety and earnestness would seek because careless, ease-loving church power.
to learn the lessons contained in God's members shirk responsibilities, leaving We know little of the peace and
Word, and would feel it their duty to them to be borne by a few willing ones. happiness and joy of heaven. We need
practice these lessons, there would be But God has not appointed a few to do more efficiency. We need to receive
more power in the church. Every mem- all the praying, all the watching, all the from Christ the water of life, that it may
ber would seek to improve his talents. believing, all the warning and entreat- be in us a well of water, refreshing all
The light would not be hidden under a ing, while lhe majority look on, laking who come within the sphere of our
bushel, but placed on a candlestiCk, and no part in the great work. influence.
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It is not spiritual laziness that will
bring us near to God, but Christian
devotion, personal piety, intelligent ad-
vancement in the knowledge of Christ.
We shall be filled with the fruits of
righteousness. There is a higher standard
for us to reach. The world has too much
of our thought, and the kingdom of
heaven too little.
God has given us talents to be used

in the upbuilding of His kingdom. Are
we betraying this solemn trust? Do we
ask ourselves the question, How am I
using the talents my Lord has given me?
Have you given to earthly things
strength of purpose, tact, and skill, and
to God only a feeble, diseased service?
Will He accept this at your hand? Shall
the eternal be made secondary to the
temporal?

Are we doing our appointed work?
Are we showing forth in our lives the
praises of Him who has called us out of
darkness into His marvelous light? Is
Christ dwelling in our hearts? Are we not
falling far short in our duty? If we are
doers of the Word, and not hearers only,
we shall be wholehearted in our efforts to
make His name a praise in the earth.

Christ tells us to pray with unshaken
faith, "Thy kingdom come. Thy will be
done in earth, as it is in heaven." Mat-
thew 6:10. These words will surely be
fulfilled. Work to the utmost of your
ability to answer this prayer. You will
then feel so weighty a responsibility
resting upon you that you will put away

from you all selfishness, all sloth, all
indifference. You will rid yourselves of
all that Satan could take advantage of in
his efforts to defeat Christ's prayer.

We have no time to listen to the
suggestions of the foe. At our baptism
we pledged ourselves to break all con-
nection with Satan and his agencies, and
to put heart and mind and soul into the
work of extending the kingdom of God.
All heaven is working for this object.
The Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit
are pledged to co-operate with sanctified
human instrumentalities. If we are true
to our vow, there is opened to us a door
of communication with heaven-a door
that no human hand or satanic agency
can close.

We are to despair at nothing in the
line of progression. Moral and spiritual
perfection, through the grace and power
of Christ, is promised to all who believe.
At every step we are to ask for the help
of Christ. He is the model we are to
follow in character building. He calls for
deeds, not words, saying, "Let your light
so shine before men, that they may sec
your good works, and glorify your
Father which is in heaven." Matthew
5:16. "Do unto others as you would they
should do unto you"-this is to be our
rule of life. Christ is the source of light,
the fountain of life. He brings us to His
Word, and from the tree of life presents
to us leaves for the healing of the na-
tions. It is His purpose that hUllan
beings, purified and sanctified, shall be

His helping hand. He leads us to the
throne of God, and gives us a prayer to
offer to Him. When we live this prayer,
we arc brought into close contact with
Christ; at every step we touch His living
power. In our behalf He sets in operation
the all-powerful agencies of heaven.
My brother, my sister, are you carry-

ing a burden for the unsaved? Do you
know what it means to be a Christian?
Not ministers only, are to know what
saith the Lord. All are permitted to enter
the door opened by the sacrifice of
Christ. Not ministers only, but all who
take their stand under the blood-stained
banner of Prince Emmanuel, aTC to work
for the Master, presenting to the sinsick
the wonderful gospel remedy.

Is your faith practical? Are you doing
what the Bible tells you to do? Are you
using all your powers in an effort to bring
the lost sheep back to the fold? There are
thousands upon thousands in ignorance
who might be warned. Pray as you have
never prayed before for the power of
Christ. Pray for the inspiration of His
Spirit, that you may be filled with a desire
to save those who are perishing. Let the
prayer ascend to heaven, "God bemerci-
ful unto us, and bless us; and cause his
face to shine upon us; that thy way may
be known upon earth, thy saving health
among all nations." Psairn 67:1-2 0

Review and Herald, vol. 5, 239-240,
(May 17, 1906); originally entitled
"Filled With the Fruits of Righteousness"
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A LTHOUGH the two men never
.L-\.met, no one did more than C. I.
Scofield to forward the specutative and
erroneous prophetic interpretations of
John Darby, the founder of the Ply-
mouth Brethren. Scofield embraced
Christianity in 51. Louis, Missouri, in
1879,just three years before the death of
Darby. Darby'S last visit to the United
States was in 1874, but few cities were
more responsive to his prophetic inter-
pretations than St. Louis. Though Sco-
field traced his conversion to the 1879
St. Louis crusade of Dwight L. Moody,
and while their ministries were to cross
each other from time to time, and though
Scofield was to preach Moody's funeral
service in 1899, nevertheless, Scofield
appears to have followed far more
closely the prophetic directions of
Darby than did Moody.

Cyrus Scoficld, a convincing speak-
er and powerful protagonist for the dis-
pensational theology, nevertheless,
made his greatest impact through the
publication of the Scofield Reference
Bible, first copyrighted in 1909, revised
by Scofield in 1917, and further revised
in 1967, forty-six years after his death. It
has not been an exaggeration to state that
the Scofield Reference Bible has had a
greater impact upon conservative Prot-
estant theology than any seminary in the
United States, or all seminaries com-
bined. Scofield's influence resulted
from the fact that this Bible was printed
by the prestigious Oxford University
Press and the fact that it was sold by the

He soon became embroiled in the seamy
side of politics. He exerted remarkable
skill in engineering the election of his
senior taw partner to the United States
House of Representatives to replace the
then incumbent member. In appreciation
for his help the new representative was
able to secure President Grant's appoint-
ment of Cyrus Scofield to the office of
United States District Attorney for
Kansas. AJthough the appointment was
not a little controversial at the time, it
would appear that the youthful Scofield
began to perform credibly.

However, the next six years of Sco-
field's life, from 1873 to 1879, are some-
what shrouded in mystery and are punc-
tuated with not a tittle scandal. In Deccm-
ber 1873 he suddenly resigned his post as
District Attorney and fled to Canada.
Evidence uncovered later indicated his
resignation was precipitated by a scandal
(well covered up by the Republican Party
of Kansas) that probably involved finan-
cial dealings. In leaving Atchison, Sco-
field left his wife and family, never again
to return to them. Ultimately, after his
conversion and at the beginning of his
ministry, he divorced Leontine, and sub-
sequently married his second wife,
Hettie, who was to bear him one son.

Scofield resurfaced in St. Louis,
where he faced a number of embezzle-
ment and forgery counts. AJthough his
wealthy sister seems to have bailed him
out of some of these circumstances,
evidence suggests that he did serve
about six months in jail, and that may
have been where he first began to look to
Christianity for answers to the questions
of life. In any case, by the time of
Moody's 1879 crusade he was an at-
tender, and during this time he made his
first commitment to Christ.

In a remarkably short time Scofield
was offered and accepted the pastorate
of the Dallas Congregational Church,
then a struggling congregation. Soon,
under Scofield's capable leadership, the
church, basically a fortress for north-
erners who had migrated to the South-
west, began to attract southerners. It
would seem that Scofield was able to use
his short stint in the Confederate army as
a means of attracting some of the south-
erners to the church. The church soon
attracted members from the morc in-
fluential leaders of Dallas, and the future
of the church was guaranteed.

Colill Standish, tile founder ofHartlalld
tute, serves as its presidetlt.
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millions throughout the United States,
especially in the south by colporteurs.

Before his conversion Scofield had a
checkered career. He was born in Clin-
ton, Michigan, well north of Detroit, in
what can only be described as frontier
country. Never recovering from Cyrus's
birth, his mother died a few months
later. He was brought up by older sisters
and his step-mother. In his youth he
traveled to Tennessee to live with a sister
and brother-in-law. There he joined the
Confederate army and later was given a
discharge on request when he revealed
his Michigan birthplace.

Scofield found his way to St. Louis
where, after a short experience as a law
elerk, he assumed the role of lawyer. It
was in St. Louis that he married his first
wife, Leontine Cerrc, a daughter of one
of the wealthy French fur-trader families
of St. Louis. Leontine was a Roman
Catholic. Two daughters and a son were
born into this marriage. The son died in
infancy. At the time of the birth of the
second daughter Scofield was in the
process of moving to Atchison, north-
eastern Kansas.

It was in Kansas, while still in his
twenties, that Scofield had a meteoric
rise and fan in politics and law. This
venture into politics and law also proved
to be the death of his marriage. In 1871
Scofield was elected as the repre-
sentative to the Kansas legislature as
member for the fourth district. He was
immediately assigned as chairman of ,he
judiciary committee of the lower house.

of
e
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These Greek manuscripts from the Western
Roman Church had evidence of tampering and
are supportive of Roman Catholic theology

Scofield soon bccame attracted to
the Niagara conferences, held on the
Canadian side of the falls annually be-
tween 1883 and 1897. Though it would
appcar that Scofield was not at this time
a major preacher at these conferences,
he was, nevertheless, increasingly in
demand as a preacher across the nation
and was less and less available to thc
pulpit of his Dallas church. By the 1890s
he had spent time in Europe and had
become well-known in Great Britain. So
beloved was he in Dallas that the Con-
gregational church was willing to keep
him as their pastor even when he was
able to spend little time with them.

A significant change came when in
1896 Scofield accepted the pUlpit in the
Northfield Church in Massachusetts.
Northfield was thc birthplace of Dwight
L. Moody and his life-time residency,
when not in Chicago or traveling. Moody
was a member of the Thnitarian Congre-
gational church that Scofield came to
pastor, and it is generally agreed that
Moody was at least partially responsible
for the call to Scofield. Scofield was here
able to minister to the students of the three
schools wltieh Moody had established-
Northfield Seminary for Girls (1879), Mt.
Herman School for Boys (1881), and the
Northfield Bible Training School,
operated during the winter months. It was
in this church that almost four years later
Scofield was to preach the funeral service
for Moody when the evangelist laid down
his life at the age of 62.

Scofield was soon participating in
many other conferences, and his fame
and influence was increasing signifi-
cantly, especially in and around New
England and New York. While it is hard
to say when Scofield conceived the idea
of the Reference Bible, it is fair to say
that it was on his mind very early in the
twentieth century. By this time his Bible
correspondence course was very popular
around the United States, and this seems
to have been a significant factor in the
decision to produce the Reference Bible.
Scofield was greatly encouraged by a
well-known Evangelical leader of the
day, A. C. Gaebelein. A major thrust
forward camc when Scofield visited Ox-
ford University in 1906. At Oxford there
was some positive response to Sco-
field's proposed Bible notes, and on
June 5, 1907, Scofield signed an agree-
ment with the American branch of the
university press in New York City. It
was to be another two years before the
work would be ready for publication.

Although Scofield did not meet the
two Cambridge scholars B. F. Westcott
and F. 1. A. Hort, his 1909 edition of the
Reference Bible acknowledgcs the in-
fluence of these men upon his work.
Many readers will recall that Westcott
and Hort were noted scholars in the
tradition of the Anglo-Catholic move-
ment of Oxford UniverSity, though they
were professors, at Cambridge Univer-
sity. They were the leading lights in the
preparation of the 1888 Revised Version
of the Bible, which forsook the Protestant
tradition of Bible translation from the
Rcceived lext by following as their pri-

mary sources the Codex Vatieanus and
the Codex Sinaitkus. These Greek man-
uscripts from the Western Roman Church
had evidence of tampering and are sup-
portive of Roman Catholic theology.

By 1905 Scofield had left the North-
field Church in Massachusetts and had
returned to his Dallas congregation.
However, Scofield was now such a
sought-after speaker that his local con-
gregation saw him sparingly. By 1914,
whcn Scofield had established a
Philadelphia school of the Bible, he and
his family moved back cast. Also in 1914
he was one of the leaders of the famous
Chicago Prophecy Confcrence. For the
last few years of his life his activities
diminished, yet, in spite of recurring ill
health, he was able to supcrintend the
1917 revision of his Reference Bible.
Of intense importance to readers is

the long-term influence of Scofield and
his Bible. It is self-evident that had the
nonbiblical prophetic interpretalions of
John Darby been confined within the
Plymouth Brethren Church, their impact
would have been, at the most, localized.
But, by his six visits to the United Sta cs,
Darby was able to penetrate the denomi-
national barriers, so that churches such
as the Congregational, Presbyterian, and
Baptist Churches began to be influenced
by Darby's theories. The Niagara con-
ferences and other such conferences, no

doubt, helped to spread the influence of
Darby's errors. But it was the Scofield
Referel/ce Bible which penetrated the
minds of the laity in the pews, as many
appeared to have uncritically placed the
same level of authority on these human
words, as they did upon the words of
Inspiration.

What then are the basic errors of the
Darby/Scofield system of Bible teaeh-
iogs and prophetic interpretation?

1. Theistic Evolution. Though per-
haps not so much a part of his prophetic
system, Scofield, nevertheless, is re-
sponsible for the large-SCale defection by

thc rank-and-file members of conserva-
tive Protestant churches from the Biblical
presentation of creationism. When com-
menting upon the very first text of Scrip-
ture, Genesis 1:1, Scofield assures the
reader that it allows for the long gcologic
periods proposed by scientists. This ob-
viously gave credence to the concepts of
theistic evolution. Sadly, such an error is
rapidly infiltrating the Seventh-day Ad-
ventist Church through the science de-
partments of some of our schools of
lcarning. Could this trcnd reflect the
overwhelming influence of the Scofield
Reference Bible upon Protestantism?

2. Dispensationalism. A pillar of
Scofield's theology is dispensational-
ism. He, of course, was not the origina-
tor; for Augustine, Bishop of Hippo in
the 5th century, taught a form of dispen-
sationalism. However, Scofield popu-
larized this view. His scheme has iden-
tified seven such dispensations:
1. Innocence-the prefall period ofman;
2. Conscience--the antediluvian period;
3. Human Government-the postdilu-
vian period until the call of Abraham;
4. Promise-from the time of Abraham
to the giving of the law;
5. Law-from Sinai to the cross;
6. Church-from the cross to the rap-
ture;
7. Eternity-the eternal existence of
the saved.
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A key issue in Scofield's dispensationalism is
that in each dispensation God deals quite
differently with man; therefore the lessons
from one dispensation do not have direct
relevance to another

There is some confusion in Sco-
field's seven dispensations, as he does
not define the seventieth week of the
prophecy of Daniel 9:24-27 as a sepa-
rate period. Neither does he identify the
millennium as a distinct dispensation.
A key issue in Scofield's dispen-

sationalism is that in each dispensation
God deals quite differently with man;
therefore the lessons from one dispensa-
tion do not have direct relevance to
another. It is important to note that in
actual theology the differences between
the dispensations before the cross and
the dispensations of the church after the

cross are the most significant to Sco-
field's theology.
Seventh-day Adventists are re-

minded that Paul says,
"All scripture is given by inspiration

ofGod, and is profitable for doctrine, for
reproof, for correction, for instruction in
righteousness." 2 Timothy 3:16

It is also very important to note that
both Christ and the New Thstament
apostles leaned extraordinarily upon the
Old Thstament for the foundation of
New Thstament teachings.
3. Failed Kingdom. Dispensation-

alists hold to the view that the first
coming of Jesus was designed to set up
Christ's earthly kingdom upon earth
with His chosen people, the Jews. Thus,
when John the Baptist taught the king-
dom of Heaven was at hand (Matthew
3:2), he was actually teaching that Christ
had come to establish His earthly king-
dom. Therefore, the dispensation of the
church is seen as a parenthesis in which
the gospel was taken to the Gentiles after
the failed kingdom. In the light of this
theory it is hard to understand the words
of Christ to Pilate.

"Jesus answered, My kingdom is not
of this world: if my kingdom were of
this world, then would my servants fight,
that I should not be delivered to the
Jews: but now is my kingdom not from
hence." John 18:36
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4. The Stopped Prophetic Clock.
According to Scofield, when Christ
died, the prophetic clock stopped.
Thus, the seventy-week prophecy of
Daniel 9 stopped at the end of the
sixty-ninth week when Jesus died.
Seventh-day Adventists will recognize
the difficulty in establishing a valid
starting year for the seventy-week
prophecy that would end the sixty-
ninth week at A.D. 31, the year of the
crucifixion. Thus, all sorts of compli-
cated schemes and reckonings have
been attempted to achieve this; but
none is convincing.

5. The Gap Theory. The concept of
the stopped prophetic clock has led to
the gap theory as the explanation to
Daniel 9. The theory places the first 69
weeks of the prophecy before the death
of Jesus. Then, after an approximately
2,OOO-year gap, comes the fulfillment of
the final week (7 years) of the prophecy.
This period is declared to be the reign of
the antichrist. This error has led to
dangerous new translations of Daniel
9:24-27 in some modern Bible versions
in an attempt to fit the futuristic an-
tichrist theory. The following is an ex-
ample of biased translation:
"Seventy 'sevens' are decreed for

your people and your holy city to finish
transgression, to put an end to sin, to
atone for wickedness, to bring in ever-
lasting righteousness, to seal up vision
and prophecy and to anoint the most
holy.
"Know and understand this: From

the issuing of the decree to restore and
rebuild Jerusalem until the Anointed
One, the ruler, comes, there will be
seven 'sevens,' and sixty-two 'sevens.'
It will be rebuilt with streets and a
trench, but in times of trouble. After the
sixty-two 'sevens,' the Anointed One
will be cut off and will have nothing.
The people of the ruler who wiU come
will destroy the city and the sanctuary.
The end will come like a flood: War will

continue until the end, and desolations
have been decreed. He will confirm a
covenant with many for one 'seven,' but
in the middle of that 'seven' he will put
an end to sacrifice and offering. And one
who causes desolation wiU place abomi-
nations on a wing of the temple until the
end that is decreed is poured out on
him." Daniel 9:24-27, NIV

6. The Futuristic Interpretation of
Revelation. Essentially the book of Rev-
elation is divided into two sections, ac-
cording to the dispensationalist. Chapters
1-3 are said to have been ful filled in the
early Christian church. Thus, John's state-
ment indicating he is describing events
that must shortly come to pass (Revelation
1:1) refers only to the first three chapters.
Chapters 4-22 are said to detail events
that take place immediately before the
rapture, during the reign of the antichrist,
and in the establishment of the kingdom.

7. The Disjunction of Law and
Grace. Scofield's dispcnsationalism cer-
tainly calls for the separation of law and
grace. The dispensation of the church is,
he says, the dispensation of grace. Be-
cause men are saved by grace through
faith and not of works (Ephesians 2:8-9),
the law has no part to play in the salvation
of the church. Thus, Scofield opens the
floodgate to antinomianism. This con-
cept is now rampant within the Seventh-
day Adventist Church. Large. numbers
have lost faith in Jesus' power to provide
victory over all of Satan's temptations.
Yet the Bible constantly places the law
and the gospel together.
"Here is the patience of the saints:

here are they that keep the command-
ments of God, and the faith of Jesus."
Revelation 14:12

8. The Secret Rapture. It wiU be
recalled that at least three different in-
dividuals are attributed as the source of
the secret rapture doctrine. Some iden-
tify Margaret McDonald, the Glasgow
lass, as the source of this strange doc-
trine. Others attribute it to the famous
19th-century preacher Edward Irving.
Still others identify the Jesuit missionary
to Chile, Lacunza, as the source of this
innovative error. The theory has inspired
authors to write such books as The 7Will-
klillg of all Eye and musicians to com-
pose such songs as "The King Is Com-
ing." It has also inspired such bumper
stickers as "Beware! The driver of this
car may be raptured at any time." Above
all, it has stimulated much speculation
more in line with science fiction than
earnest Bible study.



Large numbers have lost faith in Jesus' power
to provide victory over all of Satan's
temptations. Yet the Bible constantly places the
law and the gospel together

Briefly, the secret rapture concept
proclaims that the church (the chosen
saints) are raptured at the second corning
of Jesus. It is visible to them, but unseen
by those who remain upon the earth.
TIlls rapture takes place before the ap-
pearance of the antichris!. Thus, the
church does not experience the tribula-
tion, and therefore the supporters of this
view are called prelribulationalists. Im-
mediately after the rapture, antichrist (a
satanieally controlled individual) ap-
pears and sets up his kingdom upon
earth. He makes a league with the Jews
and reigns in a rebuilt temple in
Jerusalem. His reign lasts for seven
years, the final week of the seventy-
week prophecy. After three and a half
years he breaks his covenant with the
Jews, cruelly persecutes the Jews and
the new generation of Christians who
have arisen after the rapture of the
church (these Christians are referred to
as tribulation Christians), and reigns a
further three and a half years before
Christ comes a third time to destroy
antichris!. To the careful student of
Daniel 9:24-27 this interpretation of the
seventieth week is wholly unjustified.

The concept of a church raptured
before the tribulation is an especially
attractive one for all members of the
church. This concept also fits in snugly
with dispensationalism and with the con-
cepts of Calvinistic predestinarianism. So
far, the secret rapture has made little
impact upon the Seventh-day Adventist
Church membership. The concept of an
end-time antichrist, first proposed by the
Jesuit Francisco Ribera, is, however,
gaining disturbing support, especially as
futuristic interpretations of prophecy be-
come commonplace in the church.

9. J'retribulationalism. The secret
rapture is indivisible from pretribu-
lational concepts. Pretribulationalism
separates the church (the saints) who
will be raptured before the tribulation,
from the redeemed who, because of the
mighty evidence of the fulfillment of
prophecy, will accept Christ after the
beginning of the reign of the antichrist,
and who will go through the tribulation
(tribulation Christians). In essence, this
provides for what some call the second
chance for salvation. In other words, the
second coming of Jcsus does not end the
probation of the inhabitants of the
world; there is another chance after the
church has been raptured.

10. J'remillenialism. All rapturists
and dispensationalists appear to be pre-

millenialists, that is they believe that
the coming of Jesus precedes the
millennium. Th this extent they are con-
sistent with Biblical truths as espoused
by the Seventh-day Adventist Church.
Howevcr, they accept the error that
during the millennium Christ sets up
His earthly kingdom and reigns on earth
for 1,000 years (some say 360,000
years).

11. The Limited Authority of the
Bible. The dispensational concept limits
the relevance of most of the Bible. The
Old Testament, covering dispensations
in which it is claimed that God dealt
with man differently from the way He
deals with man today, has no binding
authority for the church. The four
gospelS also have limited authority for
today because Jesus was addressing the
Jews during the dispensation of law
when He planned to set up His earthly
kingdom. Some go so far as to say that
only the prison epistles of Paul have full
significance for today. TIlls concept will
help explain why several years ago
Robert Brinsmead proclaimed "The Old
Testament must be explained by the New
Testament and the gospels by the
epistles."

Such a coneept is mystifying in the
light of Scripture's declaration that "All
scripture is given by inspiration of God,
and is profitable for doctrine, for reproof,

for correction, for instruction in right-
eousness" 2 Timothy 3:16. It is also
inexplicable in the light of the fact that
the gospels were wriuen about thirty to
sixty years after the death of Chris!.
Surely, were the dispensationalists cor-
rect, the gospel writers would have indi-
cated the irrelevance of Christ's teaching
to the Christian church. By way of obser-
vation, it is well to recognize the implica-
tion when someone declares himself to
be a New Thstament Christian or a church
claims to be a New Thstament church.

When by 1910 the movement bad
taken the name of Fundamentalist, the

intent was to project the elaim that it was
true to the fundamental or pillar truths of
the Bible. Often verbal or word-by-word
inspiration was claimed. Further, ex-
traordinary efforts were exerted in futile
attempts to prove that the prophetic
scheme of the movement was a reestab-
lishment of the teaching of the apostles
and the early church. But neither dispen-
sationalism nor the secret rapture could
thus be validated.

In meeting Fundamentalists it is
wise not to attack the secret rapture
first. There is some merit in showing
that many of the great Advent truths
can be well established from the
epistles of Paul; for to the hard-eore
dispensationalist these arc the ultimate
authorities. If this is not done, there is a
good possibility our message will not
have total relevance to them. Beeause
Fundamentalists believe in the inspira-
tion of some of the Bible at least, we
ean help them to diseern such great
truths as the sanctuary message, the
judgment, the Sabbath, the state of the
dead, and so forth, from the New
Testament and especially from the
epistles. Of course, as confidence
grows, it will usually be possible to
share a range of inspiration throughout
the Scriptures to provide evidence of
the lack of biblical support for dispen-
sationalism or the secret rapture.

As has been indicated, some of the
telltale Fundamentalist views have
penetrated widely in some cases into
the Seventh-day Adventist Church.
Most notable of these is the Fundamen-
talist influence against true sanctifica-
tion and victory over sin and upon
futuristic concepts of biblical prophetic
interpretation. There is a pressing need
for preachers and teachers to counter
these errors with the sure Word of In-
spiration. 0
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OurGreat Treasure-house
'-------II 5. They Are They Which Testify of Me 11------.....1
T HE central theme of the Bible, the

theme about which every other in
the whole book clusters, is the redemp-
tion plan, the restoration in the human
soul of the image of God. From the first
intimation of hope in the sentence pro-
nounced in Eden, to that last glorious
promise of the Revelation, "They shall
see his face; and his name shall be in
their foreheads" (Revelation 22:4), the
burden of every book and every passage
of the Bible is the unfolding of this
wondrous theme-man's uplifting, the
power of God, which giveth us the
viclory through our Lord Jesus Christ.
Here we behold the Majesty of heaven,
as He humbled Himself to become our
Substitute and Surety, to cope single-
handed with the powers of darkness,
and to gain the victory in our behalf. A
reverent contemplation of such themes
as these cannot fail to soften, purify,
and ennoble the hearl, and, at the same
time, to inspire the mind with new
strength and vigor.

The Science of Redemption

The science of redemption is the
science of all sciences; the science that is
the study of the angels, and of all the
intelligences of the unfallen worlds; the
science that engages the attention of our
Lord and Saviour; the scicnce that enters
into thc purpose brooded in the mind of
the Infinite--"kept in silence through
times eternal"; the science that will be
the study of God's redeemed throughout
the endless ages. This is the highest
study in which it is possible for man to
engage. As no other study can, it will
quicken the mind, and uplift the soul.

Jesus said of the Old Testament Scrip-
tures-and how much more is it true of
the New-"They are they which testify
of mc," the Redeemer, Him inwhom our
hopes of eternal life are centered. Yes, the
whole Bible tells of Christ. From the first
record of Creation-ufar without him
was not anything made that was made"-
to the closing promise, "Behold, I come
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quickly," we are reading of His works,
and listening to His voice. If you would
become better acquainted with the
Saviour, study the Scriptures.

The Science and the Song

The theme of redemption is one that
angels desire to look into; it will be the
science and the song of the redeemed
throughout the ceaseless ages of eter-
nity. Is it not worthy of careful thought
and study now?

The infinite mercy and love of Jesus,
the sacrifice made in our behalf, calls for
the most serious and solemn reflection.
We should dwell upon the character ofour
dear Redeemer and Intercessor. We
should meditate upon the mission of Him
who came to save His people from their
sins. As we thus contemplate heavenly
themes, our faith and love will grow
stronger, and our prayers will be more and
more acceptable to God, because they will
be mixed with faith and love. They will be

As we meditate upon
the perfections of the
Saviour, we shall
desire to be wholly
transformed

intelligent and fervent. There will be more
constant confidence in Jesus, and a daily
living experience in His power to save to
the uttermost all who come to God by
Him. As we meditate upon the perfections
of the Saviour, we shall desire to be
wholly transformed and renewed in the
image of His purity. There will be a
hungering and thirsting of soul to become
like Him whom we adore. The more our
thoughts dwell upon Christ, the more we
shall speak ofHim to others, and the more
clearly represent Him to the world.

Every Essential Truth

In giving us His Word, God has put
us in possession of every truth essential
for our salvation. Thousands have drawn
water from these wells of life, yet there
is no diminishing of the supply. Thou-
sands have set the Lord before them, and
by beholding have been changed into the
same image. Their spirit burns within
them as they speak of His character,
telling what Christ is to them, and what
they are to Christ. But these searchers
have not exhausted these grand and holy
themes. Thousands more may engage in
the work of searching out the mysteries
of salvation. As the life of Christ and the
character of His mission are dwelt upon,
rays of light will shine forth more dis-
tinctly at every attempt to discover truth.
Each fresh search will reveal something
more deeply interesting than has yet
been unfolded. The subject is inex-
haustible. The study of the incarnation
of Christ, His atoning sacrifice and me-
diatorial work, will employ the mind of
the diligent student as long as time shall
last; and, looking to heaven with ils
unnumbered years, he will exclaim,
"Great is the mystery of gOdliness."

In eternity we shall learn that which,
had we received the enlightenment that
it was possible to obtain here, would
have opened our understanding. The
themes of redemption will employ the
hearts and minds and tongues of the
redeemed through the everlasting ages.
They will understand the truths which
Christ longed to open to His disciples,
but which they did not have faith to
grasp. Forever and forever new views of
the perfection and glory of Christ will
appear. Through endless ages the faith-
ful householder will bring forth from his
treasures things new and old. 0

Ellen G. White, The Signs of the Times, vol. 4,
418. This article is one in a series appearing
between March 21 alldOctober 17, 1906.



Such anHighPriest, Part Two
THE first chapter of Hebrews reveals

that Christ's likeness to God is not
simply in form or representation, but in
very substance. In contrast, chapter two
shows that His likeness to men was as
complete as is His likeness to God.
Before sin entered, man was not in any
sense subject to suffering. That this like-
ness is like unto men in their present
fallen condition is shown in the words:
"But we see Jesus, who was made a little
lower than the angels for the suffering of
death." Verse 9
If Jesus were to reach man, He must

come to him where he is. OfHim we read:
"For it became him, for whom are all
things, and by whom are all things, in
bringing many sons unto glory, to make
the captain of their salvation perfect
through sufferings." Verse 10. Qearly, the
nature which Jesus shared with humanity
was the nature man has since sin entered.
"Forasmuch then as the children are

partakers of flesh and blood, he also
himself likewise took part of the same."
Verse 14. Likewise signifies "in the like
way," thus, "in the same way." Men
partake of it by birth. So "likewise" did
He.

the second council of Nicaea (787), had
proposed that Mary, as the mother of
God, was created in a condition more
sublime and glorious than all others.
Starting with this premise, it can only be
concluded that the Lord Jesus is so
different from the rest of mankind as to
have entirely removed from the realm of
possibility any ability on His part to
have fellow-feeling with us.
The faith of Rome is that we must be

pure and holy in order for God to dwell
with us. Such is not the faith of Jesus.
The faith of Jesus is that God must dwell
with us, and in us, beforewe can be holy
or pure at all.

And He did dwell with us that
through death He might deliver us from
the bondage of sin and the fear of death.
And so, "Both he that sanctifieth and
they who are sanctified are all of one: for
which cause he is not ashamed to call
them brethren." Verse 11
Tbis truth of the blood brotherhood

is taught in the Levitical law explaining
the redemption of men and their inheri-
tances. When anyone of the children of
Israel had lost his inheritance, or himself
was brought into bondage, provision
was made for his redemption. If he were
unable to provide for his own redemp-
tion, then the right of redemption fell to
his nearest of kin in blood-relationship.

Since the only flesh that there is in Tbis right and responsibility went, not
this world which He came to redeem is merely to one who was near of kin
the sinful, human flesh that all mankind among his brethren, but to the nearest of
have; it follows that if He took any other kin who was able. Leviticus 25:24-28,
kind, then He never really came to the 47-49; Ruth 2:20; 3:9, 12-13; 4:1-4,
world which needs to be redeemed. with the marginal readings
Though He were in the world, for any Man has lost his inheritance and is
practical purpose in reaching and help- himself also in bondage. As he can
ing fallen man He would have been as neither redeem himself nor his inheri-
far from us as if He had never come. tance, the right of redemption falls to the

It is an accepted fact that in His birth nearest ofkin who is able. Jesus Christ is
Christ did partake of the nature ofMary. the only one in all the universe who is
In an endeavor to escape the con- able. But, as the Redeemer, He must not
sequences of this truth the theory was only be able, He must also be the nearest
developed that the nature and flesh of of kin by blood-relationship. Therefore,
the virgin Mary were somehow different "as the children are partakers of flesh
from the rest of mankind. The concept and blood, he also himself likewise took
that developed as the result of this idea part ofthe same"-took part of flesh and
has become known as the doctrine of the blood, and so became our nearest of kin.
immaculate conception. Many believe Therefore He and we "are all of one: for
that the Immaculate Conception refers to which cause he is not ashamed to call us
the conception of Jesus by the virgin brethren."
Mary. Tbis is not, however, the case. The Scriptures, however, do not stop
The Immaculate Conception refers to here. They continue: "For verily he took
the conception of Mary by her mother. not on him the nature of angels; but he
Tbis doctrine was not a new thouJht took on him the seed of Abraham.

at the time it was defined as an article of Wherefore in all things it behoved him
faith by Pope Pius IX in 1854. Theodore, to be made like unto his brethren." "For
the patriarch of Jerusalem, as early as we have not an high priest which cannot

Jack Kendall
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It is not enough that we shall be saved from the
sins that we have committed: we must be saved
from continuing to commit sins

be touched with the feeling of our infir-
mities; but was in aU points tempted like
as we arc, yet without sin." Hebrews
2:1&-17; 4:15. It was possible that He
could be tempted "like as we are" only if
He was "in aU things" "like as we are."

As in His human nature He became
one of us, accepting our infumities (Mat-
thew 8:17), He experienced aU that we in
our weakness feel when tempted. When in
our weakness, He bore "our griefs, and
carried our sorrows." Isaiah 53:40. Being
tempted as we are, He could of Himself
"do nothing." John 5:30. It was only by
faith that He conquered. This faith He has
made available to us. He is, therefore, able
to help and save to the uttermost all who
will receive Him.

"Now we know that what things
soever the law saith, it saith to them who
are under the law: that ... all the world
may become guilty before God." This,
because "all have sinned, and come
short of the glory ofGod." Romans 3:19,
23. "When the fulness of time was come,
God sent forth his Son, made of a
woman." "And the Lord hath laid on
him the iniquity of us all." Galatians 4:4;
Isaiah 53:6
There is in each person the liability

to sin, inherited from generations back.
Though these weaknesses have not yet
culminated in the act of sinning, the
potential is present, ever ready, when
occasion offers, to blaze forth in the
actual committing of sins. David's great
sin is an illustration of this liability.
Psalm 51:5; 2 Samuel 11:2. It is not
enough that we shall be saved from the
sins that we have committed: we must be
saved from continuing to commit sins.
We must become possessed of power to
keep us from sinning-a power to con-
quer this hereditary tendency that is in
us. Only by subjecting Himself to the
law of heredity could Jesus reach and
subdue this hereditary liability to sin. In
accepting this burden of sin, He borc,
not only the burden of the sins we have
committed, but also our liability to sin.
Thus He met sin in the flesh, triumph-

ing over it. As it is written: "God sending
his own Son in the likeness of sinful
flesh, and for sin, condemned sin in the
flesh." Again: "He is our peace, ...
having abolished in his flesh the enmity,
even the law of commandments con-
tained in ordinances; for to make in
himself oftwain one new man, so making
peace." Romans 8:3; Ephesians 2:14-15

So it is that for the sins which we
have committed in the past His right-
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eousness is imputed to us. Moreover,
His righteousness is imparted to us that
He might save us even from the sins that
we would commit dwelling apart from
Him.

The ancestry of Jesus is fully pre-
sented in the Scriptures. In that gene-
alogy were Jehoiakim, who for his
wickedness was "buried with the burial
ofan ass, drawn and cast forth beyond the
gates of Jerusalem" (Jeremiah 22: 19);
Manasseh, who caused Judah to do
"worse than the heathen" (2 Chronicles
33:9); Ahaz, who "made Judah naked,
and transgressed sore against the loRD"

(2 Chronicles 28:19); Rchoboam, who
was born of Solomon after Solomon
turned from the Lord; Solomon himself,
who was born of David and Bathsheba.
There were Ruth the Moabitess, and
Rahab; also Abraham, Isaac, Jesse, Asa,
Jehoshaphal, Hezckiah, and Josiah: the
worst as well as the best. Even the evil
deeds of the best are recorded together
with the good. In this whole genealogy
there is scarcely one ofwhom there is not
some wrong act recorded.

Such a genealogy meant something
to Him, just as it does to every other
man. For, just as are all men, He was
subject to the great law of inheritance
which states that the iniquities of the
fathers are visited upon the children, to
the third and fourth generations. It meant
everything to Him during His terrible
ordeal in the wiJderness of temptation,
as it did through all His life.

Both by heredity and by imputation
He was "laden with the sins of the
world." Despite this immense disadvan-
tage He, nevertheless, passed trium-
phantly over the ground where, with no
shadow of any disadvantage, the first
pair had failed. Thus He can justly be-
stow His righteousness upon all who
choose to receive it.

By condemning sin and abolishing in
His flesh the enmity, He delivers us
from the power of the law of heredity,

lifting above that law all who receive
Him. By taking our nature in its sinful-
ness and degeneracy He has proven for
all time that there is no one so weighted
with sins that God is unwilling to dwell
in him, leading him in the way of right-
eousness. Whether temptation be from
within or from without, He is the perfect
shield against it all and saves to the
uttermost all who come unto God by
Him.

It is the guilt of sin that brings the
curse. In Zechariah 5:1-4 the prophet
beheld a flying roll. The Lord said to
him: "This is the curse that goeth forth

over the face of the whole earth." What
is the cause of this curse over the face of
the whole earth? This: "For everyone
that stcaleth shall be cut off as on this
side according to it; and everyone that
sweareth shall be cut off as on that side
according to it." Verse 3
That is, this roll is the law ofGod, one

commandment being cited from each
table, showing that both are included in
the roll. Everyone that stealeth-that
transgresses the law in the things of the
second table-shall be cut off as on this
side of the law according to it. Everyone
that sweareth-transgresses in the things
pertaining to the first table of the law-
shall be cut off as on that side.

Unless a remedy can be found, that
record of sin will remain untiJ the curse
utterly consumes the man. But, thanks be
to God, "God sent forth his Son, made ...
under the law, to redeem them that were
under the law." Galatians 4:4-5. By His
coming He brought redemption to all who
are under condemnation as transgressors
of the law.

But, in order to bring that redemp-
tion to men, He must Himself come to
men just as they are-under the law. The
completeness of His identity with sin
and sinners is shown in the words: "He
that is hanged [on a tree] is accursed of
God." Deuteronomy 21:23; compare
Galatians 3:13. The Hebrew makes this



Any man, therefore, who knows guilt, by that
very experience knows what Jesus felt for him
and how close He has come to him in that
expenence

stronger still, for the literal translation is:
"He that hangeth on a tree is the curse of
God." Thus, when He was made under
the law, He was made all that the term
implies-He was made guilty, con-
demned, and a curse.

Man through sin separated himself
from God. God was not, however,
willing that it should remain so without
allowing him to reconsider his original
decision. Therefore, Jesus became one
with "us," that God with Him might be
"God with us." It is for this reason that
His name is called Immanuel-"God
with us." In doing so, "Christ Jesus:
Who, being in very nature God, ...
made himself nothing, taking the very
nature of a servant, being made in
human likeness." Philippians 2:5-7,
NIV; emphasis supplied
Of Himself He was none of this, but

He "was made" to be so for us who are
under the condemnation and curse of the
law because of transgressions. Any man,
therefore, who knows guilt, by that very
experience knows what Jesus felt for him
and how close He has come to him in that
experience. By this knowledge he may
know how thorougWy Jesus is able to
sympathize with him and to redeem him.

The third chapter of Hebrews con-
tinues with the bcautiful exhortation:
"Wherefore, holy brethren, partakers of
the heavenly calling, consider the Apos-
tle and High Priest of our profession,
Christ Jesus; who was faithful to him that
appointed him." Hebrews 3:1-2. Having
presented Christ in the flesh, as He was
made "in all things" like the children of
men and is OUf nearest of kin, we are now
asked to consider Him in His faithfulness
in that position.

The first Adam was not faithful.
Christ, coming to recover the loss sus-
tained by that unfaithfulness, came to
pass over the same ground that Adam
passed over when hc stumbled and fell. It
is pointed out that Christ, as the second
Adam, was faithful to God in the same
respect that Moses was, but that the glory
to which He is entitled is far greater than
that to which Moses was entitled. As a
faithful servant, Moses is likened to a
house; but Christ is the builder. That
house is the true church of which we are
a part if we remain faithful. "Now there-
fore ye arc no more strangers and for-
eigners, but fellowcitizens with the
saints, and of the household of God; and
are built upon the foundation of the
apostles and prophets, Jesus Christ him-
self being the chief corner stone; in

whom all the building fitly framed to-
gether groweth unto an holy temple in the
Lord: in whom ye also are builded to-
gether for an habitation of God through
the Spirit." Ephesians 2:19-22

Next is cited Israel, who, coming out
of Egypt, was not failhful, and who,
because of a lack of faith, failed to enter
into the rest God had promised. The
exhortation follows: "Let us therefore
fear, lest, a promise being left us of
entering into his rest," we should come
short of it. "For unto us was the gospel
preached, as weU as unto them; but the
word preached did not profit them, not
being mixed with faith in them that heard
it. For we which have believed do enter
into rest," by believing in Him who gCJve
Himself for our sins. Hebrews 4:1-3

We enter into rest in the forgiveness
of all our sins through believing in Him
who was faithful in every obligation and
undcr every temptation of life. We also
enter into rest by bcing a partaker of His
faithfulness, thereby being faithful to
Him who has appointed us heirs ofsalva-
tion. For in considering Him, "the High
Pricst of our profession," in His faithful-
ness, we are ever to consider that "we
have not an high priest which cannot be
touched with the feeling of our infirmi-
ties; but was in all points tempted like as
we are, yet without sin." Hebrews 4:15

In other words, there is not a point in
which any soul can be tcmpted but that
Christ Jesus has been exactly so

tempted. But, though He was in all
points tempted like as we are and felt
temptation's power as truly as anyone
can, yet in it all He was faithful; and
through it all He passed "without sin."
And by faith in Him-in this His faith-
fulness-cvery soul can meet all tempta-
tion and pass through it without sinning.
"For even hereunto were ye called: 0C-
causc Christ also suffered for us, leaving
us an example, that ye should follow his
steps: who did no sin, neither was guile
found in his mouth." 1 Peter 2:21-22

It is essential that He was in all things
made like unto His brethren, tcmpted in
all points like as we are, "that He might
be a merciful and faithful High Priest in
things pertaining to God." As SUCh, He is
not only able "to make reconciliation for
the sins of the people," but also to "suc-
cour [aid] them that are tcmpted." When
we are tempted, He is able to keep us
from falling under the temptation. He
aids us in our time of temptation, assuring
us of the fact that we may rise in victory
over it, sinning nol.

"Seeing then that we have a great
high priest, that is passed into the
heavens, Jesus the Son of God, let us
hold fast our profession." And "let us
therefore come boldly unto the throne of
grace, that we may obtain mercy, and
find grace to help in time of need."
Hebrews 4:14,16

Furthermore, in presenting for our
consideration our High Priest in His
faithfulness it is written that "every high
priest taken from among men is or-
dained for men in things pertaining to
God, that he may offer both gifts and
sacrifices for sins: who can have com-
passion on the ignorant, and on them
that are out of the way; for that he
himself also is compassed with infir-
mity." Hebrews 5:1-2

By His experience He is able to
sympathize with us in all that we ex-
perience. Thus "in all things" He is
acquainted with our human expcrience,

so that He truly "can have compassion
on the ignorant, and on them that are out
of the way."

"Now of the things which we have
spoken this is the sum: We have such an
high priest, who is set on the right hand
of the throne of the Majesty in the
heavens; a minister of the sanctuary, and
of the true tabernacle, which the Lord
pitched, and not man." Hebrews 8:1-2

Therefore is His name Immanuel,
which is, "God with us." 0
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M ANY people thrive on mystery,
intrigue, and whispers of dark

deeds hidden from view. Novelists and
playwrights understand this, as do cer-
tain politicians from time to time. It is
not surprising, therefore, that the re-
ligious world experiences this tendency
on occasion as well.

Conspiracy theories come in all
forms and from nearly all points ofview.
Some, like David Yallop's In God's
Name: An Investigation Into theMurder
ofPope John Paul I, j provide meticulous
documentation and compelling evidence
from primary sources. Other cases pro-
duce diverse but equally persuasive
theories, like the various explanations
for the murder of President Kennedy.
Still others, like John Thdd and the
Council of Thirteen, contain so many
sloppy, easily-exploded fabrications that
they lose credibility almost at once.

How should those who preach his-
toric Adventism and the soon conting of
Christ relate to theories like these? How
do we distinguish the credible from the
absurd? Should such speculation playa
visible role, or any role, in our public
ministry? .

Certainly the concept of an unseen
conspiracy behind human events is
found in the Bible. Paul declares, "For
we are not contending against flesh and
blood, but against the principalities,
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against the powers, against the world
rulers of this present darkness, against
the spiritual hosts of wickedness in the
heavenly places." Ephesians 6:12.2 But
how do we know where to look for
hidden devilish action? Moreover, what
methods are most effective when trying
to show others the extent of Satan's
activity, or the fulfillment of prophecy
by today's news events? It is time we
studied this question carefully.

Though many conspiracy theories
exist, the present article will exantine
two prominent ones as case studies. The
first is the question of a one-world
government; the second concerns the
prospect of the Jesuit order having infil-
trated groups antagonistic to the Roman
Catholic Church.

One-World Government?

Let me begin with a question:
Do Scripture and/or the Spirit of

Prophecy teach that at the close of time
the world will be ruled by a single,
universal, political government?

Answer: No.
Inspiration does predict that religious

policy will be dictated to the world by the
threefold union of Catholicism, apostate
Protestantism, and spiritism. But no-
where can the prediction be found that
the world will be governed as a single

IKevin Paulson I

nation-a United States of Earth, shall
we say. In fact, the prophecy of Daniel 2
seems to rule out this possibility. A
one-world government would appear to
bring about a cleaving of the image's ten
toes one to another, which the prophecy
explicitly precludes. See verse 43. (Some
have suggested that Revelation 17:12-13
could refer to a brief reunification of
these powers, but this is far from certain.)
Clearly, there will be worldwide co-
operation with the powers of antichrist
against God's people. But this is not the
same as global government.

A basic problem with promoting
one-world government speculation is
the type of literature so often used in its
support. Magazines like Spotlight and
books published by Western Islands
(publishing house of the intolerant John
Birch Society) deserve no respect from
those who preach the Advent message.
The fanatical right-Wing groups who
publish this material are often haters of
Jews, believers in the "God and guns"
approach to issues, and supporters of
close ties between church and state.
These groups tend to promote fears of
one-world government because they see
America as the new Israel, chosen by
God to dontinate the world and crush
godless Communism through its mili-
tary ntight. (Now that Communism is
leaving the world stage, these poor souls
will have to find other organizations and
causes to attack. Need we guess who
some of these ntight be?) The unsup-
ported and nonsensical positions taken
in such publications are both unscrip-
tural and ludicrous, and any mixture of
such with present truth will bring need-
less shame to our cause.

TIris is not to say that history should
be interpreted only by generally ac-
cepted sources. But the main problem
with most conspiracy theories is the
extreme difficulty in proving them. Too
often they are defended with circular
logic. For example, if anyone asks why
an alleged conspiracy-like the IlIunti-
nati or the 'Itilateral Commission-is
not exposed by the press, the promoters
of such theories will quickly assert that
the press is all bought off, that only
"safe" books and journals dare to speak
the truth-publications which, of
course, they just happen to be selling.
Sensible people, whether in or out of the

Kevin Paulson, an avidstudeltl ofpropllecy as
it relates to current events, writes trom Lorna
Linda, California.



Confronting a teacher of falsehood requires
only the simple, written counsel of God, not
investigation or suspicion of a person's
background and origins

church, will never take such reasoning
seriously. And the bottom line is that
they dOIl't Ileed to. More than enough
evidence of fulfilled prophecy can be
found in generally accepted sources-in
major newspapers, news magazines, and
on nelwork television. We need not use
obscure and questionable materials,
even if at times they may be right. The
work of arousing the church and the
world to an awareness of Jesus' soon
coming is hard enough without bringing
upon ourselves unnecessary ridicule.

Another problem with various con-
spiracy views is their frequent tendency to
produce hatred and distrust of the world

beyond that which sanctified principle
requires. An example of this is the conclu-
sion that all politicians of every persua-
sion are corrupt-meek servants of the
hidden powers which daily force their will
on the world. But Ellen While disagrees:
"While many of our rulers are active
agents of Salan, God also has His agents
among the leading men of the nation. The
enemy moves upon his servanls to pro-
pose measures that would greatly impede
the work of God; but statesmen who fear
the Lord are influenced by holy angels to
oppose such propositions with unanswer-
able arguments.... When the fmal warn-
ing shall be given, it will arrest the atten-
tion of these leading men through whom
the Lord is now working, and some of
them will accept it, and will standwith the
people of God through the time of
trouble."J

Jesuit Infiltration?

For some time various persons,. in-
cluding some claiming to have inside
information, have warned that the
Seventh-day Adventist Church-together
with other groups considered by the Vati-
can to be threats to ils power-has been
targeted by the Jesuit order for infiltration
and subversion from within. No one can
seriously doubt that the Jesuits are bril-

liant, powerful, and resourceful, and thus
fully capable of activities of this kind. But
again we face the problem of reasonable
proof and the basic lack of any necessity
to find such proof.

Confronting a teacher of falsehood
requires only the simple, written counsel
of God, not invesligation or suspicion of
a person's background and origins. The
latter may appeal to lovers of Sherlock
Holmes, but the defeat of error does not
require this. Of course, if a reasonable
basis for suspicion exists, that is one
thing. But false doctrine, self-indulgence,
and the cares of this life are attractive
enough wilhout Jesuit encouragement.

Again, we cannot say such dark
possibilities are out of the question. But
we must always remember that such
schemes are not necessary, either to the
success of Satan's strategy or the success
of reformatory appeals. I will never for-
get a certain college newspaper which
some time ago published arlicles attack-
ing those who were calling for reform
and a turning from error on the campus.
The newspaper included a major spread
with the headline, "Jesuit Infiltration?"
scoffmg at those who hinted that som< of
the religion faculty might be Jesuits in
disguise. 4 Such claims made it easier for
campus liberals to dismiss historic Ad-
ventists as a bunch of lunatics spouting
bizarre, spooky, and laughable ideas. The
cause of truth was thus dishonored.

We must ever be on guard against
needless embarrassment. We have
enough to talk about which we know for
sure. We would do well in our public
ministry to confine our focus there. 0

I David A. YaJlop. 1" God's Name: Afllllvestiga-
liolll1110 llie Murder ofPope Jo/", Paull (New
York: B.'mtam Books, 1984).

: All biblic.'ll texts are from the Revised Standard
Version.

, Ellen G. While, 17fe Great Comroversy, 610-611
• "Jesuit InfiltnUion?" SourhemAccellt, March 18,
1982

Melange
Bob Vun Kannon

Subject: Depression

Science News, August 26, 1989, 132,
noted that, according to a study publish-
ed in the August 18 issue of the Jounral
of tireAmericanMedicalAssociation, of
11,242 people interviewed, 2,467 of
them reported depression as a problem
for them. If that can be taken as a
random cross-section of the American
popUlace, then approximately one per-
son in four in this country is suffering
from this malady.

The report continued by noting that
the patients suffering depression or de-
pressive symptons were more limited by
their affliction in daily routines such as
climbing the stairs, than any other cate-
gory of patients except for those suffer-
ing from angina or coronary artery dis-
ease. Worse yet, only patients with ar-
thritis reported more pain than the
depressed patients.

Subject: AIDS is Undetectable

Science News, June 3, 1989, 341,
reports that the HIV virus can reside in
humans for several years in an unde-
tectable form. "The AIDS-causing
virus, HIV, can reside in individuals for
three years without triggering produc-
tion of the antibodies doctors use as
evidence of AIDS infection, new re-
search indicates."

"The findings, which suggest that
prolonged viral latency in HIV-infected
people may be more common than pre-
viously recognized, add a dark cloud to
an already bleak AIDS horizon."

These findings, unless proven to be
incorrect, seriously undermine confi-
dence in AIDS screening techniques for
blood donors. Even if the blood testing
is carried out properly there will be a
percentage of AIDS carriers among
blood donors whose disease cannot be
detected.
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Recent Releases

Sinful Independence
from 15

He never designed that one man should
become the shadow of another, and utter
only another's sentiments. But this error
has been coming in among us, that a very
few are to be mind, conscience, and
judgment for all God's workers. The
foundation of Christianity is 'Christ our
Righteousness.' Men are individually re-
sponsible to God and must act as God
acts upon them, not as another human
mind acts upon their mind; for if this
method of indirect influence is kept up,
souls cannot be impressed and directed
by the great I AM. They will, on the other
hand, have their experience blendedwith
another, and will be kept under a moral
restraint, which allows no freedom of
action or of choice.... If we would be
wise, and use diligently, prayerfully, and
thankfully the means whereby light and
blessings are to come to His people, then
no voice nor power upon earth would
have authority over us to say, 'This shall
not be.' " The Ellell G. White 1888Mate-
rials, 110-113

In a letter to Elder Butler, Ellen
White related what was shown her in
vision: "My guide ... stretched out his
arms toward Dr. Waggoner, and to you,
Elder Butler, and said in substance as
follows: 'Neither have all the light upon
the law; neither position is perfect.'"
Ibid., 93. The question was not simply
theology-Elder Waggoner and Elder
Jones' positions were not perfect, but
God had given them a message, even
though still imperfect, to give to the
church. The leadership, however,
thought that every message should go
through them for their approval.

There is a place for counsel and even
for warnings against false teachings, to
be given by the leadership. But all such
counsel and warnings are to be based
upon sound biblical principle, not upon
hierarchical authority. People are thus to
be taught to depend upon the counsels
and warnings of the Word, rather than
that of man. We are to teach people to
respect, but not to depend upon human
wisdom and leadership. "When our
people in the different places have their
special convocations, teach rhem, for
Christ's sake and for their own soul's
sake} not to make flesh their arm. .. . 1b
place men where God should be placed
does not honor or glorify God. Is the
president of the General Conference to
be the god of the people?Ne the men at
Battle Creek to be regarded as infinite in
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wisdom? When the Lord shall work
upon human hearts and human intel-
lects, principles and practices different
from this will be set before the people.
'Cease ye from man.' Isaiah 2:22." Tes-
timonies to Ministers, 375-376

As one reads through the over 1800
pages ofThe Ellen G. White 1888Mareri-
als and the book Testimonies toMinisters,
he cannot help but be impressed with both
the seriousness and the present prevalence
of corporate independence. This was the
chief problem in 1888, and it seems that it
was never corrected. Supposedly a correc-
tion came in 1901, but two years later
Ellen White commented: "The result of
the last General Conference (1901) has
been the greatest, themost terrible, sorrow
of my life. No change was made. The
spirit that should have been brought into
the whole work as the result of that
meeting was not brought in because men
did not receive the testimonies of the
Spirit ofGod." Manuscript Release 1016,
3-4, (January 14, 1903). It was in 1901
itself that she said: "We may have to
remain here in this world because of
insubordination many more years, as did
the children oflsrael." Evangelism, 696

.AUfhority In God's Church
by Vernon Sparks
211 pages, 19 chapters of
valuable Spirit of Prophecy
counsel on the subject of
Christian authority. This
book deals with the source
at respect for, and the
proper exercise of author-
ity. Suggested donation: $5

Af fhe Crossroads
byRon Spear
This 24-page book takes a
careful look at the church
of 1990, the challenges she
faces, and the loving coun-
sels given by God to guide
her. Suggested donation:
$1 for single copies: 5Qc
each for 50 or more.

May the Lord send the true revival
and reformation that John the Baptist
sought to bring to Israel, where unity was
achieved through hurnility toward self
and love toward one another; where the
full gospel was preached in its purity;
where the principles of the government
of heaven were followed, with Christ as
the true head of the church and all its
members fellow servants. Kingly power
in the hands of religious rulers will never
save or exalt the church. Unity through
centralization will never exalt Christ.
Blindly following religious teachers will
not save a single person. But humble
co-operation, where every member is a
fellow worker with Christ (1 Corinthians
3:9), organized together in a body ac-
cording to the call of God, and where
dependence is placed first and foremost
upon the revealed will ofGod, will bring
the long-sought-for blessings of the lalter
rain and the soon return of Jesus Christ.
This is that primitive godliness that will
be revealed among God's people before
the final visitation of God's judgments
upon the earth. See The Greal COII-
troversy, 464 D

Advenfism and Wolfer
Marlin
by Dave Fiedler
From the mid-1950s until his
death in 1989, Walter Mar-
tin exerted a powerful in-
fluence on the Seventh-
day Adventist Church. This
book foilows the story
through the years. 39
pages. Suggested dona-
tion: $1.10 for single cop-
ies: 55c for 50 or more.

Order from Hope International.
Please make all donations in
U.S. currency. and include 15
percent ($1 minimum) for post-
age and handling.



Annual Camp Meeting

If you plan to attend the 1990 Hope
International Camp Meeting and wish to
stay on our grounds, you are morc than
welcome. We ask that you write or call to
make a reservation. We do not expect a
shortage of room, but we need to have
this information in order to make the best
usc of our facilities. Water and restrooms
will be available at several locations on
the grounds. There will be limited shower
facilities, but hookups for water, sewer,
and electricity are not available. Please
plan on a real camp meeting.

As usual, there will be no charge for
staying on our campus, but we cannot
provide either lodging or food, except in
very unusual circumstances. Please do not
take it for granted that we will be able to
provide special services for those who
need them. Instead, please call and let us
know what your needs are. Wewill do our
best to accommodate all who desire to
attend; but, unfortunately, there are limits
to what our staff can undertake during the
hustle and bustle of camp meeting.

If you do not plan to stay on our
grounds, you need not make a reservation
with us. You should, however, make res-
ervations ahead of time at the hotel, motel,
or campground of your choice. The fol-
lowing may be of some assistance:

Motel PuyalluI>-25 miles north.
Call (206) 845-8825.

Northwest Motor Inn-25 miles
north. Call (206) 841-2600.
Eagle's Nest Motel-IO miles

south. Call (206) 569-2533.
Tanwax Lake Resort-6 miles

north. Call (206) 879-5533.
La Grande Hotel and RV l'ark-

10 miles south. Call (206) 832-6643.

Training Seminars

Three different three-day seminars
are scheduled immediately following
camp meeting (Monday, July 3D-Wed-
nesday, August 1). Those looking for a
full- or part-time outreach which they
can use in their work for the Lord should
consider attending the Colporteur Train-
ing Seminar. Taught by John Martin, this
session deals with both the inexpensive
paperback books and the more durable
hard-bound volumes. Includes theory
and practice.

Bulletin Board
Parents of SChool-age children will

be interested in the Home Schooling
Seminar taught by Gwen Hawkins of
Country Gardens School. Sister Hawk-
ins has been assisting parents in the
planning and implementation of quality
home schooling programs for more than
tcn years, and her seminars have been
very much appreciated in past years.

Everyone with a body to care for has
reason to be interested in the Hydrother-
apy, Natural Remedies, and Nutrition
Seminar. Combining classwork and
theory with actual experience in giving
hydrotherapy treatmenls, this seminar is
intended to be very practical for the
average person. Tuition, for this seminar
only, is $15 per person.

Each of these seminars is designed
for people who cannot take a great deal of
time off from work or family, and in-
cludes as much as possible in a three-day
period. Those who have the opportunity
for more thorough instruction may wish
to consider the Life Abundand Mission-
ary Institute course described below.

Coming Events Prophecy Seminar

A Coming Events Prophecy Seminar
is scheduled for July 19-21 in Ken-
newick, Washington. These meetings
will be held in the facilities of Cav-
anaugh's at Columbia Center, 1101 N.
Columbia Center Blvd. Speakers for this
series will be John and Marshall
Grosboll, and Ron Spear.

Life Abundant Missionary Institute

Life Abundant's four-month Home
Health Instructor course offers a brief,
yet comprehensive, training in literature
evangelism, Bible work, and heallh min-
istry.

Learn how to lead a soul to Christ,
how to do colporteur work, and how to
give simple, natural treatments like hy-
drotherapy and massage. Learn about
simple remedies such as herbs and char-
coal. Learn how to care for the sick, and
how to conduct vegetarian cooking
schools as a soul-winning outreach.

If you recognize the Lord's call to
this kind of training and ministry, this
program is designed for you. Start plan-
ning now to aHend one of the following
sessions:

• August 6-December 5, 1990
• January 14-May 15, 1991
• August 5-December 4, 1991
For more information, write or call

Life Abundant Missionary Institute,
40416 123rd Ave. Ct. East, Eatonville,
WA98328

Denominational History Seminars

Are you interested in our denomi-
national history? Would your church or
study group enjoy a weekend seminar on
this too-little studied lesson book of
God's providence? Dave Fiedler has
developed a series of presentations
which trace our Seventh-day Adventist
Church history from the Millerite move-
ment to the present. To hear the whole
account as one continuing story, watch-
ing issues develop as the years pass, puts
far more meaning into our "dusty past"
and sheds light on currenl issues affect-
ing the church today. Call or write if you
are interested in arranging a seminar.

Country Haven Academy

Country Haven Academy is an old-
fashioned Adventist academy for seri-
ous-minded, spiritually-inclined young
people. Their program specializes in ac-
tively assisting young people to know
the Lord and to remain loyal to the
Adventist faith.

Country Haven is a small, simple
academy (29 boarding students) that fea-
tures many rewarding experiences and
opportunities in a quiet, rural setting.
The academics are college preparatory;
the work program is practical and chal-
lenging; the social life is wholesome and
enjoyable; and the spiritual emphasis is
the top priority. Parents and prospective
students are invited to contact:

Ray Cornforth, Principal; Country
Haven Academy; 510 Country Haven
Loop; Pasco, WA 99301; (509) 266-
4940 or 4422

Expansion of the school program has
created a need for more stafr. Persons
qualified to fill one or more of the
following positions are encouraged to
contact Ray Cornforth at the above
address: Boy's dean, Elementary
teacher, Food service, Science/Math,
and Greenhouse assistant.
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CampMeeting 1990
is coming soon (July 25-29). Pleaseplan to join us.
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Life Abundant
Missionary Institute
The next four-month training
session begins August 6, 1990

See Bulletin Board on
page 31 for details

Speakers for our sixth annual camp meeting will include
Colin Standish, Vernon Shafer, John and Marshall
Grossboll, Ty Gibson, Vernon Sparks, Kurt Unglaub, and
Ron Spear. We look forward to a time of special blessing
and fellowship such as we have enjoyed the past five years.
Immediately following camp meeting we are offering three
three-day training programs which many will want to
attend as well. From July 3D-August 1, you may
choose from colporteur training, instruction for
home schoolers, or a hands-on course in
hydrotherapy, natural remedies, and
nutrition.
See page 31 for more information on
camp meeting reservations, training
programs, and a listing of nearby motels,
hotels, and campgrounds.

Hope International
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Eatonville, WA 98328
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